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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. KELLY of Mississippi).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 15, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TRENT
KELLY to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF
MILITARY FORCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks ago
when Secretary of Defense Ash Carter
testified before the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee, I asked him if Con-
gress’ debating and voting on an Au-
thorization for Use of Military Force,
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an AUMF, would help in the cause of
defeating ISIL. Secretary Carter said it
would be helpful because we would need
to show the troops that Congress sup-
ports them.

Two weeks ago, the Obama adminis-
tration announced that it would be
sending an expeditionary force into
Iraq and Syria to fight ISIS. In his col-
umn last week entitled ‘“‘Obama’s Quiet
Shift in War on ISIS,” syndicated col-
umnist Doyle McManus wrote: “‘If the
first expeditionary forces succeed, as
their record suggests they will, they
will almost surely be followed by
more.”” I completely agree with Mr.
McManus.

Mr. Speaker, on November 6, my col-
league JIM MCGOVERN and I, along with
33 of our colleagues, wrote a letter to
Speaker RYAN urging him to allow de-
bate on an AUMF on the House floor.
We never received a response. Last
week, JIM and I wrote Speaker RYAN
another letter urging him to allow a
debate on the AUMF on the House floor
as one of the first actions Congress
takes when we come back in January
2016.

Mr. Speaker, President Obama con-
tinues to escalate our involvement
against ISIS in Iraq and Syria. Our
fight with ISIS isn’t going away any
time soon, which is why it is high time
Congress fulfills its constitutional duty
and debates our role in the Middle
East. As James Madison said: ‘‘The
power to declare war, including the
power of judging the causes of war, is
fully and exclusively vested in the leg-
islature.” The most important vote by
a Member of Congress is to commit a
young man or woman to fight and die
for this country.

Mr. Speaker, I have two letters that
I include in the RECORD.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, November 6, 2015.
Hon. PAUL RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Among the issues
that require urgent attention by the U.S.
House of Representatives is the question of
the extent of involvement by the U.S. mili-
tary in the war against the Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria. Given the recent announce-
ment by President Obama of a deepening en-
tanglement in Syria and Iraq, it is critical
that the House schedule and debate an Au-
thorization for the Use of Military Force
(AUMPF) as quickly as possible.

Last week, the president announced initia-
tives that escalate U.S. engagement in com-
bat operations in Syria and Iraq. Specifi-
cally, the U.S. will deploy a U.S. Special Op-
erations contingent into northern Syria to
be embedded with and to advise opposition
militant forces in that region; and U.S. mili-
tary advisors and special operations forces
already in Iraq will be embedded with Kurd-
ish and Iraqi forces on the front lines of com-
bat. Secretary of Defense Carter also stated
that U.S. air operations in both Syria and
Iraq will increase their bombing campaigns.
Taken all together, these represent a signifi-
cant escalation in U.S. military operations
in the region and place U.S. military per-
sonnel on the front lines of combat oper-
ations.

We do not share the same policy prescrip-
tions for U.S. military engagement in the re-
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gion, but we do share the belief that it is
past time for the Congress to fulfill its obli-
gations under the Constitution and vote on
an AUMF that clearly delineates the author-
ity and limits, if any, on U.S. military en-
gagement in Iraq, Syria and the surrounding
region. U.S. bombing campaigns have been
going on for more than a year, and U.S.
troops on the ground have been increasingly
close to or drawn into combat operations, in-
cluding the recent death in combat of a spe-
cial operations soldier in Iraq.

Consistent with your pledge to return to
regular order, we urge you to direct the com-
mittees of jurisdiction to draft and report
out an AUMF as soon as possible. We do not
believe in the illusion of a consensus author-
ization, something that only happens rarely.
We do believe the Congress can no longer ask
our brave service men and women to con-
tinue to serve in harm’s way while we fail in
carrying out our constitutional responsi-
bility in the area of war and peace.

As long as the House fails to assert its con-
stitutional prerogatives and authority, the
Administration may continue to expand the
mission and level of engagement of U.S.
Armed Forces throughout the region. We
strongly urge you, Mr. Speaker, to bring an
AUMPF to the floor of the House as quickly as
possible.

Sincerely,

James P. McGovern; Tom Cole; Barbara
Lee; Walter B. Jones; Peter Welch;
John Lewis; Bill Posey; John Abney
Culberson; Ryan K. Zinke; Richard L.
Hanna; Thomas Massie; Ted S. Yoho;
Ed Whitfield; Dana Rohrabacher; Jus-
tin Amash; Mark Sanford; Paul A.
Gosar; Mick Mulvaney; John J. Dun-
can, Jr.; Matt Salmon; Raul R. Lab-
rador; Janice D. Schakowsky; Peter A.
DeFazio; Charles B. Rangel; Louise M.
Slaughter; Janice Hahn; Joseph P.
Kennedy; Michael C. Burgess; Chellie
Pingree; John Garamendi; Joseph
Crowley; David N. Cicilline; John Con-
yers, Jr.; Beto O’'Rourke; Daniel T. Kil-
dee.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, December 10, 2015.
Hon. PAUL RYAN,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: We write to you
again to strongly urge you to bring before
the U.S. House of Representatives an Au-
thorization for the Use of Military Force
(AUMF) related to U.S. military involve-
ment in Iraq, Syria and elsewhere against
the Islamic State. We ask that you schedule
the debate and vote on an AUMF resolution
in January when the 114th Congress recon-
venes in 2016.

As you are aware, U.S. involvement in Iraqg
and Syria continues to escalate. In both
countries, U.S. special operations forces are
engaged in front-line operations. Last month
a bipartisan group of 35 Members of the
House, representing a broad ideological spec-
trum, called on you to schedule such a de-
bate as soon as possible. As that letter stat-
ed: ‘“We do believe the Congress can no
longer ask our brave service men and women
to continue to serve in harm’s way while we
fail in carrying out our constitutional re-
sponsibility in the area of war and peace.”
We are attaching a copy of that letter for
your convenience and review. In subsequent
media reports, we were deeply disappointed
to read that you do not believe that the 114th
Congress needs to act on a new AUMF to
wage war against the Islamic State, but
rather that the 14-year-old and 13-year-old
AUMFs approved by the 107th Congress
under starkly different circumstances pro-
vide the president with all the authority he
requires.

December 15, 2015

We firmly believe that among the most im-
portant duties of Congress is that of debat-
ing and voting on whether to send U.S.
armed forces into battle. On this matter, the
Constitution is crystal clear: it is the duty of
Congress to authorize such engagement. We
believe that it violates our oath of office to
continue to ignore this urgent and serious
matter.

Ten months ago, the president sent a draft
AUMF to Congress for consideration and last
Sunday he called, once again, on Congress to
approve a new AUMF. It is now the role of
the Speaker to direct the committee of juris-
diction to approve the Administration’s
draft, or to amend it, or to draft a new
version of the AUMF and to schedule that
resolution for consideration and a vote by
the full House as expeditiously as possible.

Once again, we strongly urge you to bring
an AUMF before the House in January 2016
so that the House may debate and vote on
authorizing U.S. military operations in Iraq,
Syria and elsewhere against the Islamic
State. We look forward to receiving your re-
sponse.

Sincerely,
JAMES P. MCGOVERN,
Member of Congress.
WALTER B. JONES,
Member of Congress.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, if we do not
meet our responsibility, we will be-
come complicit in the loss of life
among our troops. How many young
children will have a loved one that
doesn’t come home from fighting for
this country?

The picture here, Mr. Speaker, is the
first one that I brought after we went
into an unnecessary war known as Iraq.
His daddy, Phillip Jordan, was a gun-
nery sergeant who was Kkilled in 2003.
The little boy’s name is Tyler Jordan.
This is actually 12 years ago, and now
he is 18 years of age. How many more
children will have to go without a fa-
ther or a mother or a brother or sister
who lost their life in war?

We need to meet our constitutional
responsibility. It is embarrassing that
we in Congress—I don’t even think we
have a right to criticize the President,
quite frankly. Let’s do our job based on
the Constitution. Let’s do our job and
debate a new AUMF or a declaration of
war. Let’s meet our responsibility for
the good of our men and women in uni-
form and their families.

Mr. Speaker, I ask God to please
bless our Nation, bless our men and
women in uniform, and, please, God,
continue to bless America.

————
TAX EXTENDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, within the
next few days, the House could take up
a tax package that extends a number of
tax breaks permanently. The cost of
such a package runs in the $600 billion
to $800 billion range—none of which is
paid for—ballooning our deficits in a
way that reinforces a misguided double
standard that investments in the
growth of jobs and opportunities must
be offset, but tax cuts are always free.

Tax cuts, like everything else, have a
cost. If we fail to pay for them, we will
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once again increase deficits and debt,
which in turn will be used as the cata-
lyst for another round of cuts to the
very programs I believe are vital to our
economy and to our people. Therefore,
Mr. Speaker, I will oppose an unpaid-
for tax extenders package like this
that is proposed, should it come to the
floor.

Before going through my concerns
about this deal in greater detail, let me
say that the package being discussed
has a number of tax preferences that I
and many others support. These in-
clude making permanent expansions of
the earned income tax credit, the child
tax credit, and the American oppor-
tunity tax credit launched under the
Recovery Act in 2009. It would also pro-
vide incentives to businesses and indi-
vidual filers for investment, research,
charitable contributions, and teaching
expenses, among others. Most of us
support those efforts.

In many ways, this would be a bill
where everyone gets something they
want. But, Mr. Speaker, our children
and grandchildren will get the bill.

What concerns me most about this
deal is that it further entrenches the
false notion that offsets only matter
when it comes to spending priorities.
The direct consequences will be pro-
viding Republicans with the ammuni-
tion they need to propose even deeper
cuts to the very investments that help
grow the economy and create jobs both
in the short term and in the long term.

Frankly, I am surprised that we
haven’t heard more of an outcry that
the roughly $800 billion in lost revenue
from this package is nearly the same
amount as the $813 billion in discre-
tionary cuts Republicans insisted upon
in the sequester. It would appear that
we are setting ourselves up for Repub-
licans demanding the next round of se-
vere cuts that harm our economy and
our people, both on the nondefense side
and on the national security side.
Frankly, Mr. Speaker, we must move
away from this dangerous pattern.

Republicans have continued to argue
that tax cuts pay for themselves by
spurring economic growth, a theory
that has been proven wrong, and, sadly,
as I said, our children will pay the
price for the deficits that have re-
sulted. Others will argue that the ef-
fect on our deficits and debt of another
$700 billion in unpaid-for tax expendi-
tures over the next 10 years can be ig-
nored because we would extend them
every year anyway. While convenient,
neither of these is a responsible posi-
tion for governing.

In a Wall Street Journal piece last
Monday, Maya MacGuineas, president
of the Committee for a Responsible
Federal Budget—the Committee for a
Responsible Federal Budget—asked:
“How do we explain to our children
that we borrowed more than $1 tril-
lion—counting interest—not because it
was a national emergency or to make
critical investments in the future but
because we just don’t like paying our
bills?”’
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Our answer has to be not to justify
the irresponsible behavior, but to cor-
rect it. And this tax extenders package
will make that much more difficult.
First, this package undermines Con-
gress’ ability to invest in creating jobs
and opportunities that make the Amer-
ican Dream possible for millions of
families.

When we cut taxes without paying
for them, there are consequences.
Every dollar in lost revenue is a dollar
that must be made up somewhere else
in the budget. As I said earlier, these
unpaid-for tax extenders will set the
table for further Republican attempts
to slash critical investments in our Na-
tion’s future.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, it will hinder
our ability to restore fiscal stability by
making it less likely that we will be
able to protect the future sustain-
ability of entitlement programs like
Medicare and Social Security.

In order to appear balanced, recent
Republican budgets proposed trillions
of dollars in cuts to health programs
for seniors and the most vulnerable in
our society. Worsening our deficit out-
look by passing this bill invites them
to continue that tack.

While we face a challenge to our
most critical retirement and health
programs—a challenge driven by the
retirement of the baby boom genera-
tion and the looming effect of com-
pound interest on our debt—my Repub-
lican friends continue to offer budget
proposals that severely cut benefits for
seniors and the most vulnerable Ameri-
cans and they try to justify doing so
because our deficits are too high. Their
proposal would exacerbate that by
about $1 trillion, as Maya MacGuineas
said. Here we are, though, about to
consider proposals to raise the deficits
even higher.

Thirdly, Mr. Speaker, this type of un-
paid-for, permanent extension will un-
dercut our economic competitiveness
by making comprehensive tax reform
more difficult to achieve, not easier.
We need comprehensive tax reform,
and this will make it more difficult.
Locking in preferences while lowering
the revenue baseline by more than half
a trillion dollars will ensure a plunge
into further debt.

Mr. Speaker, I continue to believe
that the business community would
much prefer to see rates go down
through comprehensive reform than
simply an extension of individual pref-
erences. This bill promises them both—
more preferences and lower rates—at
the cost of deficits, debt, and dimin-
ished investment in our economic com-
petitiveness.

There are certainly components of
this tax extenders package that I, as I
said before, would like to make perma-
nent. I wish we could make them even
better, in fact. For instance, the child
tax credit should be structured to keep
up with inflation so those working the
hardest to get by don’t continue to see
their resources dwindle year after year.

Again, let me quote Maya
MacGuineas when she highlighted this
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important point in her op-ed when she
said: ‘“Most of the extensions under
consideration are sensible enough pol-
icy—and their merit is an argument for
paying for them.”

I couldn’t agree more. This tax ex-
tenders package, itself, serves as a
powerful argument for Democrats and
Republicans to come together to
achieve that which we really need:
comprehensive tax reform.

So, in closing, Mr. Speaker, while I
agree we need short-term certainty for
tax filers before the end of the year, I
believe the price this package would
have us pay is too steep and too irre-
sponsible in the short term and in the
longer term. Instead, we could provide
that same immediate certainty with a
simple 2-year extension. That is what
we ought to do.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
think carefully about the long-term
impact and consequences of this tax ex-
tenders package on the ability to cre-
ate jobs and opportunities, grow our
economy, invest in strengthening our
security, reduce our Nation’s debt, and
balance our budget.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I believe
that this Congress and our people ex-
pect us to do better. We have a respon-
sibility to our country and to our chil-
dren to do better. Let’s do it.

——
0 1215

ANDERSON TRUCKING: A
MINNESOTA SUCCESS STORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize An-
derson Trucking Service for their im-
pressive 60 years of business.

The founder of Anderson Trucking,
Harold Anderson, grew up in the trans-
portation industry and began hauling
granite with his father. In those early
years, Harold developed a strong inter-
est in machinery and driving. So it was
no surprise when he chose to pursue a
career in trucking.

Harold officially started Anderson
Trucking Service after he returned
home from World War II. The company
is now run by Harold’s sons, Rollie and
Jim, as well as his grandsons, Brent
and Scott.

Over the years, Anderson Trucking
has grown and prospered, but the An-
derson family has never forgotten their
roots. The company and the Anderson
family represent the best St. Cloud and
central Minnesota have to offer. The
customer service of Anderson Trucking
is only matched by the community
service provided by the Andersons and
their great employees.

Today Anderson Trucking has thou-
sands of rigs, hundreds of drivers, and
has driven millions of miles. The An-
dersons, however, do not just measure
success by the number of miles driven
or the number of deliveries made, but
also by the high level of the customer
service that the company provides.
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For the past 6 decades, this inter-
national transportation company has
successfully and safely delivered
freight to their valued customers.

We look forward to seeing the contin-
ued success of Anderson Trucking for
this generation and generations to
come.

Congratulations
years.

PREFERRED CREDIT, INC., EMBODIES MINNESOTA
NICE

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Pre-
ferred Credit, Inc., of St. Cloud, Min-
nesota, for winning a Torch Award for
Ethics from the Minnesota Better Busi-
ness Bureau.

Preferred Credit was established in
St. Cloud in 1982 and quickly realized
their goal of becoming one of the pre-
ferred finance companies for the direct
sales industry throughout the United
States. This outstanding Minnesota
company accomplished this goal by
giving their clients the best possible
customer service and building strong,
personal relationships.

The way Preferred Credit achieves
success is evidence of how deserving
they are of this award. The Torch
Awards are meant to recognize compa-
nies that go above and beyond for their
customers, employees, vendors, and
community.

I would like to congratulate Pre-
ferred Credit, Incorporated, for receiv-
ing this prestigious award and for rep-
resenting what Minnesota is all about.

Thank you for everything you have
contributed to the St. Cloud commu-
nity and to the great State of Min-
nesota. We would not be where we are
today without great businesses like
yours.

THE BACKBONE OF MINNESOTA SMALL BUSINESS
AND AMERICA

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to discuss over-
regulation.

Chair of the Federal Reserve, Janet
Yellen, recently said that small com-
munity banks really are suffering from
regulatory overload. I absolutely agree.

Community banks and credit unions
are struggling with excessive and over-
ly burdensome regulation.

Today 17 of my colleagues on the
House Financial Services Committee
and I sent a letter to the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau, better
known as the CFPB, regarding the
most recent addition to the pile of reg-
ulations harming consumers and com-
munity financial institutions, the
newly revised Regulation C.

Regulation C requires most banks
and credit unions to collect new per-
sonal data on loan applications begin-
ning January 1, 2018. This regulation
essentially doubles the current require-
ments triggered by Dodd-Frank.

The CFPB, without adequate jus-
tification of need, now wants personal
information, including business or
commercial information, property val-
ues, property addresses, credit scores,
and interest rates. This appears to be a

on your first 60
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government agency fishing expedition
that should raise serious concerns re-
lating to our personal privacy and lib-
erties.

This significantly higher regulatory
hurdle means community financial in-
stitutions will have to allocate more of
their limited resources to deal with
Washington’s red tape, rather than pro-
viding loans to families and businesses
in Minnesota.

It is my hope that the CFPB will ex-
empt small community financial insti-
tutions from this new burden, or we
will have to work to draft legislation
that will help our small community
banks in Minnesota because, as I often
say, Mr. Speaker, what is good for Min-
nesota is good for America.

———

JUSTICE FOR ALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today and I stand in the well
of the House as a proud American.

I love my country, Mr. Speaker. Be-
cause I love my country, I have tried
not to forget those who go to distant
places, those who go into harm’s way.
They do it because they love the coun-
try. Many of them do not come back
the same way they left, Mr. Speaker.
They are the men and women who
serve in our military. I never want to
forget the sacrifices that they make.

Today I want to salute and honor
them for the many causes that they
have taken up and for the many times
that they have left their homes and
their loved ones to stand up for liberty
and justice for all, to make real the
great American ideals, and to provide
us the safety and security that we have
today.

But I also stand here today in the
well of the House, Mr. Speaker, to an-
nounce my solidarity for justice, my
solidarity with the Muslim community
for justice, because I understand what
it is like to be a part of a community
that is treated unjustly.

I lived through segregation in the
United States of America. I know what
it is like to go to the back door. I know
what it is like to drink from filthy
‘“‘colored” water fountains. I know
what injustice looks like. I have seen
its face. I know what it smells like.

I have been in waiting rooms where
only Blacks could sit. They were for
Blacks only because there were other
places for others. I don’t want to see
anything like that, similar to that—
anything that is remotely similar—
occur to someone else.

I am standing here today in soli-
darity with the Muslim community be-
cause of the injustice that is being per-
petrated against Islam.

I am a Christian. My grandfather was
a Christian minister. But I stand here
to support Islam today, one of the
great religions of the world. I do this,
Mr. Speaker, because to demean Islam
by adding the word terrorist with it is
an injustice to the religion.
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Islam is a peaceful religion. No reli-
gion condones the taking of innocent
lives intentionally. Let me repeat this.
No religion condones taking the lives
of innocent persons intentionally.

This is why I am here, because I want
to make it clear that Islam does not
condone this. We should not be talking
about Islamic terrorists. Why not call
them what they are: people who com-
mit dastardly deeds. If you do it in the
name of a religion, that doesn’t make
what you do a part of the religion. Peo-
ple ought not be found guilty by their
affiliation with a religion.

What these people are doing—ISIL, al
Qaeda, Daesh, ISIS, any name—is evil,
and we ought to call it such. It is not
Islam. We ought not, as a result, decide
that we are going to bar all members of
the Islamic faith from this country.
That would be wrong, Mr. Speaker. To
even consider it is something that I
find repugnant: barring all people be-
cause of their faith.

The Islamic faith is not—is not—the
motivating factor behind all of this in-
justice that we see perpetrated by
ISIL. They can claim what they want,
but the members of the faith have spo-
ken up.

In Houston, Texas, we met just re-
cently and discussed this at length.
Every Muslim in that room denounced
what was being perpetrated and perpet-
uated by ISIL, by ISIS, by any name—
evil. We ought not do this to a great re-
ligion.

I stand for justice, and I stand for
justice for the Islamic faith. I believe
that persons who are in harm’s way in
Syria and in other countries ought to
be given an opportunity to escape
harm.

I believe that the Good Samaritan
was right. The Good Samaritan didn’t
ask: What will happen to me if I help
this person who is in harm’s way? The
Good Samaritan posed the question:
What will happen to him if I don’t help
him?

That is the question we have to ask
ourselves as it relates to our brothers
and sisters. They are our brothers and
sisters because there is but one race.
That is the human race.

One God created all of humanity to
live in harmony, to quote Dr. King. But
the question we have to ask is: What
will happen to them if we don’t extend
the hand of friendship?

The Good Samaritan went so far as
to take the person to a place where
there was shelter, where the person
could receive some attention, and said
to the innkeeper, if you will: Extend
me a line of credit. If this person needs
more than what I can give you today, I
will come back and I will take care of
my line of credit.

We owe it to ourselves, as a great
leader of the world, the world leader, to
make sure that we extend justice to
Islam.

Mr. Speaker, I include for the
RECORD a list of the persons who were
in attendance at the meeting.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 13, 2015.
Topic: Meeting with Community Leaders to
Discuss Various Issues of Importance
that Impact America, our Community,
and Future Generations.
Hosted by: Congressman Al Green.
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
1. Tahir Javid, President, Pakistan Asso-
ciation of Golden Triangle
2. M.J. Khan, President, Islamic Society of
Greater Houston
3. Mehmet Okumus,
Community
4. Muhammad Sheikh, President, Houston-
Karachi Sister City Association
5. Mian Nazir, President, Pakistan Associa-
tion of Greater Houston
6. Mustafa Carrol, Executive Directory,
CAIR USA
7. Shahnela Nasim, President, South Asian
Chamber of Commerce
8. Shah Haleem, Chairman, Bangladesh As-
sociation of Greater Houston
9. Khalid Khan, Vice-Chair, Bangladesh As-
sociation of Greater Houston
10. Murad Ajani, President, His Highness
The Agha Khan Council
11. Jamal Entlique, Vice President, Hous-
ton-Abhu Dabhi Sister City Association
12. Matloob Khan, President, Shah Latif
Cultural Institute
13. Syed AKkhtar, President,
Chamber of Commerce-USA
14. Ilyas Choudry, Islamic Circle of North
America
15. Shabbir Hussain, ICNA Houston Chap-
ter
16. Representation from Arab American
Community Cultural Center
17. Abuzer Tyabjee, Dawoodi Bora Commu-
nity
18. Latafat Hussain, Indian Muslim Asso-
ciation of Greater Houston
19. Syed Shahid Sunni, President, Muslim
Consul USA
20. AKkhtar-Abdullah, Al-Noor Society of
Greater Houston
21. Mohammad Junggua Community Mem-
ber
22. John Shike WAA TV
23. Saeed B. Gadi, (P.A.S.T.) and Pakistan
Post.
24. Mahmud Dahri, Shah Latif Cultural In-
stitute
25. Abdul Sattar Quereshi, PAGH.
MEDIA
1. Shamim Syed, Pakistan News
2. Tariq Khan, Pakistan Chronicle
3. Kamran Jilani, Pakistan Journal and
Pakistan Chronicle
4. Mahmood Ahmed, Urdu Times
5. Tariq Hameed, Geo News
6. Zahid Akhtar Khanzada, Geo News and
Jang Group.

President, Turkish

Pakistan

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 25
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WALKER) at 2 p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:
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Merciful God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House as they work toward the dif-
ficult and complicated task of funding
our government in a fair and equitable
manner. May they negotiate with one
another in good faith and trust in a
shared love for our Nation.

Bless our Nation and its citizens as
we approach the end of 2015. Help us to
look to the future with hope, and com-
mitted to a renewed effort to work to-
gether for a united America.

Help us all to be truly grateful for
the blessings of this past year.

And, as always, we pray that all that
is done this day be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
THANK YOU, GOVERNOR HALEY
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I appreciate Governor Nikki
Haley of South Carolina for her deci-
sion to enforce the law and fine the De-
partment of Energy for failing to proc-
ess weapons-grade plutonium, which
the Department was statutorily man-
dated by 50 U.S. Code, Section 2566.
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While the Mixed Oxide Fuel Fabrica-
tion Facility is about 70 percent com-
pleted, it will not be able to meet the
January 1, 2016, deadline establishing a
$1 million a day fine up to $100 million
annually. This was documented today
in the Aiken Standard by SRS beat re-
porter Derrek Asberry.

While other options have been exam-
ined using flawed, biased studies, they
are not real alternatives because the
MOZX process is the only viable, legal
option under our nuclear nonprolifera-
tion agreement with the Russian Fed-
eration. Additionally, it converts weap-
ons-grade plutonium into green fuel,
promotes nuclear nonproliferation, and
eliminates the need for a repository.

The Department of Energy should
commit to complete the MOX project
in its entirety, as it promised the peo-
ple of South Carolina, especially when
considering the economic and environ-
mental impact of storing the material.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President by his actions
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 15, 2015.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 15, 2015 at 9:29 a.m.:

That the Senate passed H.R. 2270.

That the Senate passed S. 2044.

Appointment:

United States-China Economic Security
Review Commission.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
THE UNITED STATES HOLO-
CAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 36 U.S.C. 2302,
and the order of the House of January
6, 2015, of the following Members on the
part of the House to the United States
Holocaust Memorial Council:

Mr. ISRAEL, New York

Mr. DEUTCH, Florida

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of New York) at
4 p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

—————

COMBAT TERRORIST USE OF
SOCIAL MEDIA ACT OF 2015

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3654) to require a report on
United States strategy to combat ter-
rorist use of social media, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3654

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Combat Ter-
rorist Use of Social Media Act of 2015”.

SEC. 2. REPORT ON STRATEGY TO COMBAT TER-
RORIST USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall transmit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
United States strategy to combat terrorists’
and terrorist organizations’ use of social
media.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An evaluation of what role social media
plays in radicalization in the United States
and elsewhere.

(2) An analysis of how terrorists and ter-
rorist organizations are using social media,
including trends.

(3) A summary of the Federal Govern-
ment’s efforts to disrupt and counter the use
of social media by terrorists and terrorist or-
ganizations, an evaluation of the success of
such efforts, and recommendations for im-
provement.

(4) An analysis of how social media is being
used for counter-radicalization and counter-
propaganda purposes, irrespective of whether
or not such efforts are made by the Federal
Government.

(6) An assessment of the value of social
media posts by terrorists and terrorist orga-
nizations to law enforcement.

(6) An overview of social media training
available to law enforcement and intel-
ligence personnel that enables such per-
sonnel to understand and combat the use of
social media by terrorists and terrorist orga-
nizations, as well as recommendations for
improving or expanding existing training op-
portunities.

(c) ForM.—The report required by sub-
section (a) should be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, and may include a classified annex
in accordance with the protection of intel-
ligence sources and methods.
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SEC. 3. POLICY AND COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY
TO COUNTER TERRORISTS’ AND TER-
RORIST ORGANIZATIONS’ USE OF SO-
CIAL MEDIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall transmit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report
that contains a comprehensive strategy to
counter terrorists’ and terrorist organiza-
tions’ use of social media, as committed to
in the President’s 2011 ‘‘Strategic Implemen-
tation Plan for Empowering Local Partners
to Prevent Violent Extremism in the United
States’.

(b) FOrRM.—The report required by sub-
section (a) should be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, and may include a classified annex
in accordance with the protection of intel-
ligence sources and methods.

SEC. 4. APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.

In this Act, the term ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’ means the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, the Committee on the
Armed Services, the Committee on Home-
land Security, the Committee on the Judici-
ary, and the Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs, the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, and the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include any
extraneous material for the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of this legislation, H.R. 36564. It
is entitled the Combat Terrorist Use of
Social Media Act of 2015.

I want to recognize the leadership of
Judge TED POE, a Member of this body,
on this critical issue.

The threats posed by Islamist terror-
ists have evolved, but the administra-
tion’s policies have not evolved. If we
are going to prevent additional at-
tacks, then the President must lay out
a broad, overarching strategy needed
to win. That strategy must include a
plan to counter terrorists’ use of social
media.

Terrorists are skillfully exploiting
social media to recruit supporters, to
radicalize, to raise money, to spread
fear. Two weeks ago in San Bernardino,
California, 14 innocent people were
killed, and 21 people were injured by
radical Islamist terrorists. We know
these extremists—husband and wife—
used social media, with one of them
making a pledge on Facebook in sup-
port of ISIS. This pledge was identified
by Facebook and was taken down im-
mediately.
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Yesterday, it was revealed that the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
actually prohibited immigration offi-
cials from reviewing the social media
postings of all foreign citizens who
were applying for U.S. visas and that
they only intermittently began looking
at posts from some visa applicants. So
imagine a situation in which you have
people who are going to Syria, who are
posting on social media, and you have
a blanket prohibition on reviewing
those social media postings. That was
the state of the situation as we were
trying to defend the homeland.

Frankly, the failure of this adminis-
tration to incorporate a review of so-
cial media posts into the visa approval
process is absurd. Ignoring the online
statements of terrorists who are trying
to enter the United States puts our
country at risk. This must fixed.

This bill, frankly, is timely; it is im-
portant; and it forces the administra-
tion to put forward a strategy to com-
bat terrorists’ use of this social media.
In 2011, the President promised to cre-
ate that strategy, but he never deliv-
ered anything. We are, simply, not
going to defeat ISIS or other terrorist
groups without combating their social
media recruiting.

Following a bipartisan letter from
Representatives POE of Texas, ENGEL,
SHERMAN, and myself last March, Twit-
ter strengthened its policies to assert
that statements threatening or pro-
moting terrorism were against Twit-
ter’s terms of service. Most of the
other social media companies have
similar user guidelines that prohibit
threats of violence and the use of their
platforms by terrorists.

We need a strategy that clearly ar-
ticulates our country’s goals, the re-
sponsibilities of each Federal agency,
what role each one will play, a vision
of how our government is going to
work with the private sector, and a vi-
sion of how we are going to pull civil
society into this effort. Without a
strategy, the administration’s effort to
combat terrorists’ use of social media
appears to be disconnected, and it ap-
pears to be ineffective.

Then, of course, after we have that
strategy, we are going to need action.
It is ironic that extremist groups have
turned to Twitter, to Facebook, and to
YouTube in order to encourage attacks
on a free society when these companies
would not have been created without
there having been a free society, one
which upholds free speech, free
thought, and encourages entrepreneur-
ship.

Mr. Speaker, it is imperative that
the administration lays out how we
will contend with these terrorists in
their hijacking of the social network
for their twisted purposes. We truly
have, basically, a caliphate today on
the Internet—a virtual caliphate, if
you will, on the Internet. This bill by
Judge TED POE is intended to force a
strategy to solve this problem.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE,

December 10, 2015.
Hon. ED ROYCE,
Chairman,
House Committee on Foreign Affairs.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: On December 9,
2015, your committee ordered H.R. 3654, the
“Combat Terrorist Use of Social Media Act
of 2015,” reported.

As you know, H.R. 3654 contains provisions
within the jurisdiction of the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence. On the basis
of your consultations with the Committee
and in order to expedite the House’s consid-
eration of the bill, the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence will not assert a
jurisdictional claim over the bill by seeking
a sequential referral. This courtesy is, how-
ever, conditioned on our mutual under-
standing and agreement that it will in no
way diminish or alter the jurisdiction of the
Permanent Select Committee with respect
to the appointment of conferees or to any fu-
ture jurisdictional claim over the subject
matter contained in the bill or any similar
legislation.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter confirming this understanding and
would request that you include a copy of this
letter and your response in the committee
report for the bill and in the Congressional
Record during floor its consideration. Thank
you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, December 11, 2015.
Hon. DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman, Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs on H.R. 3654, the Combat Terrorist Use
of Social Media Act of 2015, and for agreeing
to forgo seeking a sequential referral of that
bill to the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your Com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this bill or similar legislation in
the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees to any House-Senate conference
involving this legislation.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 3564
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your
cooperation regarding this legislation and
look forward to continuing to work with
your Committee as this measure moves
through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, December 11, 2015.
Hon. ED ROYCE,
Chairman,
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: I am writing with
respect to H.R. 3654, the ‘‘Combat Terrorist
Use of Social Media Act of 2015, which was
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and in addition to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. As a result of your having consulted
with us on provisions in H.R. 3654 that fall
within the Rule X jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, I agree to discharge
our Committee from further consideration of
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this bill so that it may proceed expeditiously
to the House floor for consideration.

The Judiciary Committee takes this action
with our mutual understanding that by fore-
going consideration of H.R. 36564 at this time,
we do not waive any jurisdiction over subject
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion, and that our Committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as this bill
or similar legislation moves forward so that
we may address any remaining issues in our
jurisdiction. Our Committee also reserves
the right to seek appointment of an appro-
priate number of conferees to any House-
Senate conference involving this or similar
legislation, and asks that you support any
such request.

I would appreciate a response to this letter
confirming this understanding with respect
to H.R. 3654, and would ask that a copy of
our exchange of letters on this matter be in-
cluded in the Congressional Record during
Floor consideration of H.R. 3654.

Sincerely,
BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, December 11, 2015.
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman,
House Committee on the Judiciary.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs on H.R. 3654, the Combat Terrorist Use
of Social Media Act of 2015, and for agreeing
to be discharged from further consideration
of that bill.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, or prejudice its ju-
risdictional prerogatives on this bill or simi-
lar legislation in the future. I would support
your effort to seek appointment of an appro-
priate number of conferees to any House-
Senate conference involving this legislation.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 3564
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your
cooperation regarding this legislation and
look forward to continuing to work with
your Committee as this measure moves
through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of this measure that
would push back against the use of so-
cial media by terrorist groups.

Let me start by thanking Congress-
man POE of Texas for introducing this
legislation. I am very glad to be an
original cosponsor. I want to thank
Congressman SHERMAN for his hard
work, and I want to thank, of course,
our chairman, Chairman ROYCE. This is
a real bipartisan, important, strong
measure.

I think we need to be using every
tool at our disposal to meet the chal-
lenge posed by ISIS and other terrorist
groups, and this bill will help us to
meet them on the virtual battlefield,
which is where they have been having
such great success—on social media.
Anyone who has looked at the situa-
tion over the past months or years
knows that the one major difference is
social media. Social media, of course,
riles up jihadists and also enables them
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to surreptitiously communicate in
terms of plotting terrorist attacks. We
have to be one step ahead of them, and
we cannot let them be one step ahead
of us.

That is why legislation like this is so
important. I cannot think of a conflict
in the past in which our enemies have
been able to broadcast such horrific de-
pictions of destruction and bloodshed,
like we are seeing from ISIS. We all
know the 1images of Mohammed
Emwazi, who was known as Jihadi
John, as he brutally murdered innocent
people. Those videos spread across the
Internet with staggering speed, show-
ing everyone in the world the threat
that ISIS posed and the tactics ISIS
fighters were willing to use. Fortu-
nately, the administration’s efforts
succeeded in taking him out, but we
know there are far too many who are
waiting to take his place.

ISIS isn’t just using social media to
foment fear and panic. ISIS and other
groups have taken full advantage of
Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, and other
platforms to spread their violent ide-
ology, to recruit new fighters, and to
radicalize members of vulnerable and
marginalized populations. For exam-
ple, as more and more information
comes out about the San Bernardino
shooters, it is becoming clear that
Tashfeen Malik used Facebook to con-
vey her commitment to violent extre-
mism to overseas contacts.

We need to find a way to deal with
this challenge on social media without
violating free expression or privacy
concerns. It is going to require creative
thinking, but I am confident that we
can do it. We have to do it. We don’t
have a choice but to do it. We have al-
ready taken some steps. I worked with
Chairman ROYCE and with Representa-
tives POE of Texas and SHERMAN to
push Twitter to make it easier for
users to report recruitment efforts.
This is a small step to help with one of
the tools that ISIS is using, but they
are constantly evolving, and we need to
keep looking for ways to push back.

That is where this legislation comes
in. This bill would require the adminis-
tration to devise a strategy to combat
terrorists’ use of social media and to
foster greater collaboration between
government and private sector compa-
nies to help identify and stop terrorist
activities online. Again, we need to
look for every advantage possible in
taking the fight to ISIS. This bill
would help us push back on one of the
ways ISIS has achieved such a global
reach.

Again, I commend Mr. POE of Texas
for his tireless efforts in bringing in
legislation to the floor. I commend the
chairman as well and Mr. SHERMAN. I
support this measure, and I urge my
colleagues to do the same.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 6
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. PoE), the author of this bill and
the chairman of the Foreign Affairs
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Subcommittee on Terrorism, Non-
proliferation, and Trade.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to thank Representative SHER-
MAN, on the other side, for cospon-
soring this legislation; and I want to
thank Chairman ROYCE and Chairman
ENGEL for being original cosponsors of
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, this is another piece of
legislation that has come out of the
Foreign Affairs Committee—bipar-
tisan, unanimously voted on, and ap-
proved by the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, as much of our legislation is.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to thank
three staffers who have worked on the
Subcommittee on Terrorism, Non-
proliferation, and Trade—Luke Murry,
Oren Adaki, and Jeff Dressler, who now
works with the majority leader’s staff.
These three individuals know more
about terrorism, I think, than any
three people on the Hill, and I want to
thank them for their work not only on
this bill but on legislation in general.

As has been said, Mr. Speaker, ter-
rorists’ use of social media has ex-
ploded over the last several years. A re-
cent study by The Brookings Institute
found that ISIS now uses 40,000 Twitter
accounts. Terrorists use social media
to do the following: to recruit others,
to raise money, to spread propaganda,
and to even train future fighters.

This legislation deals with foreign
terrorist organizations. We are not
talking about a person who claims to
be a terrorist or who we think is a ter-
rorist. It is specifically dealing with
foreign terrorist organizations that are
designated by our government.

The recipes for the bombs used at the
Boston Marathon were in al Qaeda’s
magazine, which was posted on social
media before the attack. The al Qaeda
affiliate al Shabaab live tweeted the
attack on a Kenyan mall that killed 72
people. The al Qaeda branch in Yemen,
known as AQAP, which is another ter-
rorist organization, held a press con-
ference on Twitter, allowing users to
submit questions that were then an-
swered by AQAP and were posted back
on Twitter the following week—a con-
ference call by terrorists. In October,
ISIS issued a new instruction manual
on how terrorists can use social media.
Today, wannabe terrorists don’t have
to go to the battlefield—to Syria—to
get trained. They can get trained on-
line—like receiving college credits—on
how to be a terrorist and on how to be
a fighter.

Nationwide, the FBI is currently in-
vestigating 900 potential lone wolf ter-
rorists in the United States. The Inter-
net and social media serve as their
playbook to carry out attacks. Since
March of 2014, 71 people in the United
States have been charged with crimes
related to ISIS.
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Their backgrounds are very different,
but nearly all of them had spent time
online voicing their support for ISIS.
Later, they were arrested after their
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online posts drew some attention by
the FBI.

In 2011, as the chairman has said, the
administration released a report on
countering violent extremists that rec-
ognized that online radicalization was
a growing problem. The administration
promised a strategy of how we can deal
with this. Four years later, unfortu-
nately, we don’t have a strategy, and
we don’t have a plan. This is a problem
because individual agencies are making
their own unilateral decisions.

This week, we learned that the De-
partment of Homeland Security did not
review the social media posts of
Tashfeen Malik, who was granted a
fiancee visa, but posted her radical
views on social media prior to obtain-
ing the visa.

The State Department does not know
how to effectively counter terrorist
messaging because it does not have the
expertise of the intelligence commu-
nity. The intelligence community ap-
proaches social media as a ‘‘capture ev-
erything” because it has not been made
clear what it can do and what it cannot
do. The FBI does not know how far it
should push social media companies to
prohibit them from allowing terrorist
organizations’ content on their sites.

So we must have a comprehensive
strategy before we can effectively de-
feat the enemy on the cyber battle-
field. Mr. Speaker, all U.S. depart-
ments really must be singing the same
song on the same page in the hymnal
about how to defeat foreign terrorist
organizations that use social media—
American social media companies.

I will say this: Facebook has done a
fairly decent job of bringing down ter-
rorist sites, and Facebook has seen a
drop in the number of terrorists that
try to use their site, but not all social
media companies have been as respon-
sive to terrorism.

Mr. Speaker, we already have tech-
nology that is used to make sure that
child pornography is not posted online.
Thanks to Hany Farid, the chairman of
the computer science department at
Dartmouth College, who invented a
technology that is used with Microsoft.
He said that we can use that same pro-
tocol that we do to bring down child
pornography to bring down social
media sites that deal with foreign ter-
rorist organizations’ propaganda and
their spreading of murder. Here is what
he said:

“There’s no fundamental technology
or engineering limitation. This is a
business or policy decision. Unless the
companies have decided that they just
can’t be bothered.”

So that is his opinion on how we can
use this same protocol. This can be
done. We can use the same protocol,
and we can bring down those foreign
terrorist organization sites.

This is not a free speech issue—that
has been discussed, and some are con-
cerned about that—because we are
dealing specifically with foreign ter-
rorist organizations. The Supreme
Court has already ruled regarding that
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issue in 2010 in Holder v. Humanitarian
Law Project that a foreign terrorist or-
ganization does not have constitu-
tional rights in the TUnited States
under the First Amendment. So this is
not a problem.

In this 21st century fight against ter-
rorists who are sophisticated and tech
savvy, we have to defeat these organi-
zations on all the battlefields: over-
seas, over here, and online.

And that is just the way it is.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. I yield 3 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN), the chair of the Foreign Af-
fairs” Subcommittee on the Middle
East and North Africa.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the chairman and the ranking
member, who lead this committee in
such an able, expert manner and in a
bipartisan way. I thank especially the
author of this important resolution,
one of our subcommittee chairmen,
TED POE.

I rise in strong support of Judge
POE’s bill, the Combat Terrorist Use of
Social Media Act. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this important
measure.

Extremist groups like ISIS are well-
known for their extensive use of social
media, spreading their hateful ide-
ology, inciting violence, and attempt-
ing to recruit susceptible individuals to
their hateful and twisted cause.

When we hear reports and statistics
that we have heard today—like ISIS
having over 40,000 Twitter accounts or
that there are an estimated 200,000 pro-
ISIS social media posts per day—clear-
ly, more needs to be done. These
jihadists have become more and more
tech savvy and are more adept at ma-
nipulating the tools of social media.
Yet we in the United States lack any

comprehensive strategy to counter
their perverted ideology via social
media.

As Judge POE has very ably argued,
the administration could be stopping
pro-extremists’ social media in much
the same way that we now stop online
child pornography. ISIS and other for-
eign terrorist organizations do not
have free speech rights under American
law.

Now, we were all shocked, as you
heard today, that our very own Depart-
ment of Homeland Security main-
tained a policy that prevented the
screening of visa applicants’ social
media accounts because we worried
about bad public relations; we worried
about intrusions into their privacy,
even though social media posts, by
their very definition, are exactly that,
reaching out to the public through so-
cial manners, meaning through public
ways.

Every pro-ISIS post or any post by
any other foreign terrorist organiza-
tion that uses Facebook, YouTube, or
Twitter, every one that we are able to
take down before action is being taken
is one less chance for these extremists
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to recruit and spread their vicious
propaganda, and the administration
needs to start getting serious about
stopping it.

This bill will require the administra-
tion to provide Congress—and, there-
fore, the American public—with a
strategy to fight Islamic extremists’
use of social media, as well as require
that the administration give us a pol-
icy that enhances the collaboration be-
tween the Federal Government and so-
cial media companies so that we can
counter this troubling and dangerous
threat.

I applaud Judge PoE for introducing
this bill. I thank our esteemed chair-
man and ranking member for bringing
it to the floor in such a speedy manner.

I offer my full support, and I urge all
of my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, every day
ISIS is working to bring new fighters
into its ranks, recruiting candidates
from South Asia, from France, the
U.K., and right here in the United
States. ISIS is able to cast such a wide
net because they are taking full advan-
tage of social media. We need to take
this tool out of their hands, even as we
press forward with our partners to
fight ISIS on the battlefield.

This legislation will enable us to
work more closely with social media
companies and put together a strategy
to meet this challenge.

Again, I want to commend my friend,
Judge POE.

I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I would say to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE), you are
right: ““That is just the way it is.”

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, again, it
was revealed yesterday that the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security ac-
tually prohibited immigration officials
from reviewing the social media post-
ings of all foreign citizens applying for
U.S. visas and only sporadically began
looking at posts from some visa appli-
cants.

The failure to incorporate a review of
social media posts into the visa ap-
proval process is absurd. Ignoring the
online statements of those terrorists
trying to enter the United States puts
our country at risk. This must be fixed.

Destroying ISIS will require deter-
mined leadership. It is going to require
Presidential leadership. And the Presi-
dent must use his authority as Com-
mander in Chief to lead this fight to
destroy ISIS—not to contain it—to de-
stroy ISIS and other extremist groups.

So it has been said that a virtual ca-
liphate awash in hate and propaganda
exists online. Yet U.S. Government ef-
forts in this area are failing. A strat-
egy to combat terrorist use of social
media is one of many measures the ad-
ministration must develop so we can
win the fight. Promised in 2011, this
strategy is overdue.

With this bill, Congress is demanding
that the administration deliver its
strategy so that the Federal agencies
can effectively prevent terrorists from
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using social media to spread hate, fear,
and violence.

I again want to recognize my col-
leagues Representative POE of Texas
and Representative ENGEL of New York
for their leadership on this measure,
which I encourage all the Members of
this House to support.

I yield back the balance of my time,
Mr. Speaker.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | thank
my colleague, Congressman TED POE from
Texas for his work on H.R. 3654, Combatting
Terrorists’ Use of Social Media Act of 2015.

The proliferation of terrorism is an existential
threat to our homeland greater than ever be-
fore because of the viral spread of extremism
on the world-wide web.

The challenge before us is balancing civil
liberties such as freedom of speech with our
national security interests.

Various social media platforms are being
utilized by Daesh leaders and their affiliates
across the globe to reach, engage and
radicalize—instantly and for free.

One only needs to view the gruesome prop-
aganda videos put online by Daesh with evoc-
ative music, clearly edited to inspire violence
with imagery that conjures an “us vs. them”
emotion.

The world-wide web was intended as a plat-
form to share productive and creative knowl-
edge and ideas.

The sensory impact of the violent propa-
ganda video is so powerful that a powerful
counter-narrative is imperative.

Through its online campaign, Daesh in-
stantly gains access to vulnerable and impres-
sionable minds, whether teenagers going
through teenage angst or unemployed edu-
cated women and men who have limited eco-
nomic prospects and feel disenfranchised from
society.

So what we have is a mélange of Daesh re-
cruits, copycats and wannabes all inspired vis
a vis the worldwide web, ready to carry on
and die for an ideology they don’t fully grasp
its gravity on them and their future.

The evidence of this is tens of thousands of
foreign fighters from all over the world who
have left their homes and joined Daesh in Iraq
and Syria.

But then we also have those who do not
even leave the comforts of their homes in car-
rying out their crimes.

Part of what our government and govern-
ments across the globe must do is to fight
back by cutting off terrorist bank accounts,
Twitter, Facebook, Google and other social
media accounts.

Whereas money is the currency for compen-
sating Daesh’s recruits, social media is being
utilized as a currency and tool for engaging
and brainwashing these recruits.

| commend our powerful military’s might and
professionalism of neutralizing Abu Salah who
has been described as one of the most senior
and experienced members of Daesh’s finan-
cial network and in fact has been referred to
as the organization’s finance minister.

| hope that our friends in Silicon Valley and
the tech industry will join us in our fight
against Daesh with their genius as we con-
tinue our collective efforts of addressing the
role that social media will play in defeating en-
emies of the peace on the traditional battle-
field as well as on the contemporary battlefield
of the web.
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The past few months have been marked by
senseless threats or actual violence and trag-
edy across the globe from the most recent de-
tails of the threat triggering the Los Angeles
Public School District shut down, to the San
Bernardino shootings, to Boko Haram attacks
in Nigeria, shootings in Bamako, Mali, at the
Bartaclan Theatre and other social venues in
Paris, to attacks in Beirut, Lebanon and the
downing of a plane claiming innocent lives of
Egyptians and Russians.

Violent extremism cannot be the “new-nor-
mal” in our nation and in our world.

To combat the scourge of violent extremism,
and make sure this is not our “new normal” it
is important that we adapt to the capabilities of
adversaries of peace through a multipronged
approach, which is why | support H.R. 3654.

Specifically, this bill requires the President
to transmit to Congress a report on U.S. strat-
egy to combat terrorists’ and terrorist organi-
zations’ use of social media.

This bill is in tandem with the President’s
comprehensive strategy to counter terrorists’
and terrorist organizations’ use of social
media, encapsulated in the President's 2011
Strategic Implementation Plan for Empowering
Local Partners to Prevent Violent Extremism in
the United States.

Among other things, the President’'s robust
plan seeks to protect our communities from
violent extremist recruitment and
radicalization.

This is a top national security priority for the
Administration and those of us here in Con-
gress.

The President's strategic plan and H.R.
3654 facilitate the creation of a report which
will enable our country in our efforts at com-
batting violent extremism through: evaluation
of the role social media plays in radicalization
in the United States and across the globe;
analysis of how terrorists and terrorist organi-
zations are using social media; recommenda-
tions to improve the federal government’s ef-
forts to disrupt and counter the use of social
media by terrorists and terrorist organizations;
a classified assessment of the intelligence
value of terrorists’ social media posts; and a
classified overview of training available to law
enforcement and intelligence personnel to
combat terrorists’ use of social media and rec-
ommendations for improving or expanding ex-
isting training opportunities.

Part of what the Bill seeks to achieve is in-
formation on our nation’s policy that enhances
the exchange of information and dialogue be-
tween the federal government and social
media companies as it relates to the use of
social media platforms by terrorists.

Finally, among other things, the Bill also
calls for our updated comprehensive strategy
to counter terrorists’ and terrorist organiza-
tions’ use of social media, as committed to in
the President’'s 2011 Strategic Implementation
Plan for Empowering Local Partners to Pre-
vent Violent Extremism in the United States.

As a nation, we must work together, private
and public sector to prevent all types of extre-
mism regardless of who inspires it.

At the same time, countering ISIS, better to
be referred to as Daesh, Boko Haram, al-
Qa’ida and other extremists’ violent ideologues
requires our coordinated social media, intel-
ligence sharing, law enforcement and commu-
nity engagement strategy that will enable us to
thwart violent extremism, saving many Amer-
ican lives.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RoYCcE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3654, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

SUPPORTING FREEDOM OF THE
PRESS IN LATIN AMERICA AND
THE CARIBBEAN

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 536) supporting freedom
of the press in Latin America and the
Caribbean and condemning violations
of press freedom and violence against
journalists, bloggers, and individuals
exercising their right to freedom of
speech, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 536

Whereas despite the strong tradition of
independent and critical media in many
countries in Latin America and the Carib-
bean, journalists in some countries are be-
coming increasingly vulnerable to violence
and government harassment;

Whereas, on July 29, 2015, the Western
Hemisphere Subcommittee convened a hear-
ing titled ‘‘Threats to Press Freedom in the
Americas’” and Carlos Lauria, Senior Amer-
icas Program Coordinator at the Committee
to Protect Journalists stated that ‘‘Scores of
journalists have been killed and disappeared.
Media outlets have been bombed and forced
into censorship. . . . Censorship due to vio-
lence in Latin America has reached one of its
highest points since most of the region was
dominated by military rule more than three
decades ago.’’;

Whereas in 2014, Cuban authorities de-
tained 1,817 members of civil society, 31 of
whom were independent journalists;

Whereas in Cuba, independent journalists
face sustained harassment, including deten-
tion and physical abuse from the Castro re-
gime;

Whereas in Ecuador, in September 2015, the
government took steps to close the sole press
freedom monitoring organization,
Fundamedios, for exceeding its corporate
charter, but the government relented in the
face of international criticism and potential
economic reprisals;

Whereas in the country, forced corrections
by the government have become a means of
institutional censorship;

Whereas according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, Mexico is one of the
most dangerous countries in the world for
the press;

Whereas in Mexico, over 50 journalists
have been killed or have disappeared since
2007, at least 11 reporters have been killed
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since 2011, 4 of them in direct reprisal for
their work;

Whereas according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, at least 4 journalists
have been killed in Brazil in 2015, many
times after being tortured and having their
bodies mutilated;

Whereas Evany José Metzker, a political
blogger in the state of Minas Gerais who had
been investigating a child prostitution ring,
was found decapitated outside the town of
Padre Paraiso;

Whereas according to the Organization of
American States (OAS) 2014 Annual Report
of the Inter-American Commission on
Human rights, journalists covering protests
in Venezuela were subject to assaults, ob-
struction, detention, raids, threats, censor-
ship orders, and confiscation or destruction
of equipment;

Whereas, on April 21, 2015, a lawsuit within
the 29th District Tribunal of the Metropoli-
tan area of Caracas charged the journal El
Nacional and its Chief Editor Miguel
Henrique Otero for ‘‘reproducing false infor-
mation” and was forced to flee Venezuela;

Whereas the Honduran national human
rights commissioner reported that 8 journal-
ists and social communicators were killed as
of September, compared with 3 in 2013, and
dozens of cases in which journalists reported
being victims of threats and persecution;

Whereas according to the OAS 2014 Annual
Report of the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights Members of the media and
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) stat-
ed the press ‘‘self-censored’ due to fear of re-
prisal from organized crime or corrupt gov-
ernment officials;

Whereas in Colombia, there were 98 inci-
dents of violence and harassment against
journalists, 30 were physically attacked, and
45 were victims of harassment or intimida-
tion due to their reporting;

Whereas members of illegal armed groups
sought to inhibit freedom of expression by
intimidating, threatening, kidnapping, and
killing journalists;

Whereas national and international NGOs
reported that local media representatives
regularly practiced self-censorship because
of threats of violence from these groups;

Whereas according to the OAS 2014 Annual
Report of the Inter-American Commission on
Human rights, throughout 2014, Guatemala
presented accounts of cases of harassment
and the filing of several criminal complaints
against a newspaper that criticized the Ad-
ministration;

Whereas according to the Department of
State’s Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices for 2014 in Nicaragua, the govern-
ment continued to use direct and indirect
means to pressure and seek to close inde-
pendent radio stations, allegedly for polit-
ical reasons;

Whereas according to the Department of
State’s Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices for 2014 in Argentina, a survey re-
leased of 830 journalists throughout the
country indicated 53 percent of respondents
worked for a media outlet that self-censored
content; and

Whereas almost half the journalists sur-
veyed said they self-censored in their report-
ing on the national government: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports a free press in Latin America
and the Caribbean and condemns violations
of press freedom and violence against jour-
nalists;

(2) urges countries in the region to imple-
ment recommendations from the Organiza-
tion of American States’ Office of the Spe-
cial Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression to
its Member States;
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(3) urges countries in Latin America and
the Caribbean to be vocal in condemning vio-
lations of press freedom, violence against
journalists, and the culture of impunity that
leads to self-censorship;

(4) urges countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere to uphold the principles outlined in
the Inter-American Democratic Charter and
urges their neighbors in the region to stand
by the charter they are a party to; and

(5) urges the United States Agency for
International Development and the Depart-
ment of State to assist, when appropriate,
the media in closed societies to promote an
open and free press.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and to include any ex-
traneous material in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to bring
forward this resolution, introduced by
my friend and colleague, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SIRES),
on the important issue of press freedom
in the Western Hemisphere.

Freedom of the press is the corner-
stone of democracy. It is our obligation
to promote and protect this funda-
mental right, particularly here in our
own hemisphere.

Undoubtedly, Mr. Speaker, we have
seen a troubling erosion of these rights
in several parts of the Western Hemi-
sphere at the hands of authoritarian,
populist leaders, as well as violence
against journalists by transnational
narcotics trafficking organizations.

In Ecuador, President Correa silences
discourse and dissent by intimidating
and censoring the media. Hefty fines
are issued for any reporting unfavor-
able to him or his policies.

In Mexico, narcotics traffickers in-
timidate the press and violently target
journalists to silence those journalists.

In Cuba, despite the administration’s
naive rapprochement, a lack of free ex-
pression is underscored by the contin-
ued political imprisonment of anyone
who dares to speak or write against the
Castro dictatorship.

This resolution is an important dem-
onstration of our support for the funda-
mental right to freedom of speech and
our belief that regional leaders in the
Organization of American States need
to do more to condemn what, in some
parts of the region, has become the sys-
temic violation of press freedom. The
United States must stand with brave
journalists who are on the front lines
of exposing corruption in government.

Earlier this year, Chairman DUNCAN’s
Subcommittee on the Western Hemi-
sphere held a hearing on threats to
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press freedom in the Americas. One
witness told the committee that there
is now a growing regional trend of gov-
ernment persecution and harassment of
journalists, as well as an increase in
violent attacks carried out by state
and nonstate actors with near com-
plete immunity.

I applaud Mr. SIRES and the chair-
man emeritus of the Foreign Affairs
Committee, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for in-
troducing this resolution and all who
champion freedom of expression as a
fundamental part of a vibrant, demo-
cratic tradition.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of H. Res. 536.

I want to congratulate my friend
from New Jersey (Mr. SIRES), who is
the driving force behind this resolu-
tion, and my friend from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN), who has cosponsored
this resolution. The two of them have
really worked very, very hard through
the years to raise this issue, and it is
good that we are taking up this meas-
ure now.

0 1630

Here in the United States we know
that a free and open press is the cor-
nerstone of a strong democracy. We
count on the press to hold leaders ac-
countable and shine a light on the
challenges facing our country. The
work of a free press goes hand in hand
with the representative government we
practice in this Chamber.

As government officials, we have tre-
mendous respect for our friends in the
so-called fourth estate. So it is espe-
cially troubling when we see govern-
ments right here in our hemisphere try
to silence this critical institution.

On May 1, World Press Freedom Day,
President Obama said ‘“‘in too many
places around the world, a free press is
under attack by governments that
want to avoid the truth or mistrust the
ability of citizens to make their own
decisions.”

Unfortunately, that threat to press
freedom is particularly acute right
here in our own hemisphere. That is
why I am so glad, as I mentioned be-
fore, that my friends, Mr. SIRES, rank-
ing member of the Subcommittee on
the Western Hemisphere, and Ms. Ros-
LEHTINEN, the subcommittee’s former
chair, introduced this measure con-
demning violations of press freedom
and violence against journalists in
Latin America and the Caribbean.

Mr. SIRES and Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN are
leaders on the Western Hemisphere in
our Congress and are never shy to
speak up when individuals’ rights are
in danger. I used to be the chairman of
the Subcommittee on the Western
Hemisphere; so, I have seen this prob-
lem firsthand.

Here in the Americas, leaders often
speak out when electoral democracy is
at risk. That is great. But, unfortu-
nately, those leaders fall silent when it
comes to the more subtle challenges to
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democracy, particularly violations of
press freedom.

We saw it earlier this year when the
Ecuadorian Government threatened to
close down a press freedom monitoring
organization known as Fundamedios.
Chairman ROYCE and I joined many in
the international community in con-
demning this effort. Fortunately,
President Correa relented in the face of
international condemnation.

Still, attacks on press freedom in Ec-
uador are a daily problem, creating a
hostile environment for journalists
trying to do their jobs. A 2013 commu-
nications law put in place fines and
sanctions for the press. So it is no sur-
prise that Freedom House rated Ecua-
dor’s press as not free this year. The
list goes on and on.

In Venezuela, journalists have been
targeted by politically motivated law-
suits. That is why it is such a miracle,
what we saw this past week or so with
the Venezuelan elections.

Despite the harassment, despite the
lack of press freedom, despite going
after people who would raise the truth,
the Venezuelan people weren’t fooled
and voted overwhelmingly against the
current oppressive regime.

That is good. It is good to see. But we
need to make sure that free press real-
ly exists not only in places like Ven-
ezuela, but in Cuba, where the govern-
ment has rounded up and detained
independent journalists just for report-
ing the reality on the ground. Just for
reporting the truth in Cuba, you get
rounded up and detained.

In Mexico, drug trafficking organiza-
tions have brutally murdered many of
those who report on their violent ac-
tivities. Just last week, the editor of a
Mexican newspaper called El Manana
explained to The Washington Post that
submitting to drug traffickers’ de-
mands is the only way to stay alive. He
said: “You do it or you die, and nobody
wants to die. Self-censorship—that’s
our shield.” And in Colombia and Hon-
duras, journalism remains a dangerous
profession.

This resolution underscores these
abuses and the scourge of violence
against journalists. It reaffirms the im-
portant role a free press plays in open
societies, and it urges these govern-
ments in the region to do much more
to provide protection to those journal-
ists under threat.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this resolution. I again
compliment Mr. SIRES and Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 6
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), chair of
the Subcommittee on the Middle East
and North Africa of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs and the primary co-
sponsor of this resolution.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the chairman of our committee,
again, the gentleman from California
(Mr. ROYCE), and the ranking member,
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the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL), for bringing this important
resolution to the floor in such a speedy
manner.

I want to thank my dear friend, my
legislative brother, the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SIRES), for bring-
ing forward House Resolution 536,
which is a resolution to support free-
dom of the press in Latin America and
the Caribbean and condemning viola-
tions of press freedoms and violence
against journalists, bloggers, and indi-
viduals who are exercising their right
to freedom of speech. I am honored to
be the Republican lead on Mr. SIRES’
resolution.

Basic freedoms are being threatened
all over Latin America, Mr. Speaker,
by rogue regimes that seek to quash
dissenters in any way that they can.

BEarlier this year we held a sub-
committee hearing, as the chairman
pointed out, on this very subject of the
threat to press freedom. Carlos Ponce
of Freedom House stated that, when it
comes to press freedom, only three
countries in Latin America were rated
free by this organization.

Can you imagine that, Mr. Speaker?
Out of all of the countries in Latin
America, only three could be labeled as
free when it comes to freedom of the

press.
More and more, we see countries like
Venezuela, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and

Cuba taking steps to muzzle broadcast
and print media into submission, leav-
ing journalists and editors no choice
but to self-censor their very own con-
tent.

Venezuela’s 2004 Ley de
Responsabilidad Social en Radio y Tel-
evision, or Law of Social Responsi-
bility in Radio and Television, has pro-
vided the legal framework to quash and
censor the press, and its provisions
have been replicated by Ecuador and
other countries in the region.

Due to the provisions in this law, tel-
evision stations and newspapers have
been bullied by the regime or forced to
sell their outlets. In the case of RCTV,
broadcasts were suspended by the Ven-
ezuelan regime.

Owners of Globovision and El Uni-
versal, both critical of the regime, were
forced to sell their outlets to business
interests with close ties to the regime.

Ecuador faces equally daunting chal-
lenges to press freedoms. A large num-
ber of journalists are being sued.
Watchdogs such as Fundamedios are
being harassed constantly. Newspapers
such as El Universo are being fined for
running articles that are not in agree-
ment with the regime.

In Nicaragua, the Ortega regime has
also restricted media outlets by mak-
ing it difficult for journalists to oper-
ate. With the recent promulgation by
the Law of Sovereign Security, it has
nearly ensured a muzzle on all report-
ers.

Former President Cristina Kirchner
of Argentina and her court often de-
monize journalists and charge popular
media outlets, such as El Grupo Clarin
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or the daily Ultima Hora, with inciting
collective violence and terrorizing the
population. These are actual charges.

Mexico, one of our closest allies in
the region, is one of the most dan-
gerous countries for journalists. This
year alone, six journalists were killed
in direct connection to their jour-
nalism work.

In my native country of Cuba, de-
spite the misguided normalization ef-
fort by the Obama administration, the
Castro regime continues to hold total
control of information. There is no free
press in Cuba. Foreign media outlets
usually censor their own information
because they don’t want to be kicked
out of the country.

Last week, Mr. Speaker, I had the
honor of meeting a Cuban artist here in
Washington, D.C., known as El Sexto,
the sixth one. He was jailed for nearly
a year for announcing that he would
take part in a performance art that
criticized the Communist regime lead-
ers.

The mere announcement was enough
to be jailed for almost a year. Citizen
journalists who defy the Castro broth-
ers on the island are regularly subject
to death threats, arbitrary arrests,
beatings, and torture by the repression
apparatus of the regime.

Mr. Speaker, this is a critical time
for basic freedoms in our hemisphere.
Free and independent media are instru-
ments to fight against the scornful, ty-
rannical regimes that plague our hemi-
sphere today.

We in the United States must remain
ever vigilant amongst our friends and
foes in this key moment in history for
press freedom and freedom of expres-
sion in our region.

This vote today, Mr. Speaker, over-
whelmingly supporting efforts like the
one spearheaded by our good friend, the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SIRES), is a good place in which to
start.

I thank the chairman, ranking mem-
ber, and Mr. SIRES for their work on
this important topic.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SIRES), the author of this
resolution, the ranking member of the
Subcommittee on the Western Hemi-
sphere, a good friend, and a great mem-
ber of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to thank Chairman ROYCE, Ranking
Member ENGEL, and all the staff for
their support in promoting democratic
values around the world and in their ef-
forts to bring this resolution to the
floor.

I also want to thank my good friend
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN for serving as the
Republican lead on this legislation. I
also want to recognize the leadership of
my colleague, Chairman JEFF DUNCAN,
on this issue.

Freedom of expression is the key to a
thriving democracy. It is the number
one tool to hold people and govern-
ments accountable for their actions. In
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recent years, many organizations dedi-
cated to freedom of speech and advanc-
ing civil societies have been trying to
bring attention to the deterioration of
press freedom in parts of the Western
Hemisphere, specifically in Latin
America and the Caribbean.

Cuba has consistently been charac-
terized as having one of the most re-
pressive media environments in the
world, with the Castro brothers con-
trolling all aspects of the print and
electronic media.

Venezuela and Ecuador have harassed
and fined the media, shut down press
operations, and even physically at-
tacked journalists who were trying to
expose the state-sponsored crackdown
against peaceful political dissenters.

In other countries, such as Mexico
and Honduras, an increase in drug-re-
lated violence and worsening security
situations have created a culture of im-
punity, allowing violence against jour-
nalists and the press to go unpunished.

As a child in Cuba, I witnessed the
deterioration of democracy as the Cas-
tro regime took over the island and
systematically destroyed all aspects of
freedom of speech and expression.
There is a strong connection between
the country’s democratic values and
the freedom afforded to their press.

Working to preserve freedom of
speech and pushing back against those
who seek to quiet dissenters should be
a top priority when engaging our
neighbors in the region. That is why I
introduced H. Res. 536, a resolution
condemning violations of press free-
dom, violence against journalists,
bloggers, and individuals exercising
their right to freedom of speech.

This resolution condemns these vio-
lations and urges countries in the re-
gion to implement the recommenda-
tion of member states made by the Or-
ganization of American States, Office
of Special Rapporteur for Freedom of
Expression.

This resolution also urges our admin-
istration to assist the media in closed
societies to promote a free press.

I urge my colleagues to support H.
Res. 536 to help foster better protec-
tions for the press around our hemi-
sphere.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, in closing,
let me say that today we are talking
about a particular challenge facing the
Western Hemisphere. But let me say
that we have seen a great deal in the
last few weeks that we should be opti-
mistic about.

As I mentioned before, for example,
voters in Venezuela recently went to
the ballot box to demand change. They
did so in Argentina as well. So we see
once again that, despite all of the chal-
lenges in the hemisphere, electoral de-
mocracy remains vibrant, but we have
to keep working to keep it vibrant.

But, of course, elections alone are
not enough. We need to work in part-
nership with our friends in the Amer-
icas to ensure that every country has a
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robust democracy that includes a free
and independent press. Most impor-
tantly, countries must guarantee the
safety of journalists, especially as they
courageously report in dangerous
places.

I, again, thank Mr. SIRES and Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN for introducing this im-
portant resolution. I urge my col-
leagues to support its passage.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my col-
leagues for their support of this resolu-
tion, as well as the chairman of the
Western Hemisphere Subcommittee,
Mr. DUNCAN, and, of course, the rank-
ing member, Mr. SIRES, the author of
this resolution before us today. I thank
them for the work they have done on
the committee to bring attention to
the troubling attacks on a free press
that have plagued the Western Hemi-
sphere.

Mr. Speaker, as Thomas Jefferson
wrote in 1816: “Where the press is free,
and every man able to read, all is
safe.”

This resolution is timely and impor-
tant. I am proud of the work our com-
mittee has done to promote and defend
freedom of the press, which is, of
course, the cornerstone of democratic
principles. The United States should—
and must—continue to do more to help
defend free expression across the Amer-
icas.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, as a co-chair of
the House Caucus on the Freedom of the
Press, | strongly support H. Res. 536 and its
condemnation of violations of press freedom
and violence against journalists, bloggers, and
individuals exercising their right to freedom of
speech across Latin America and the Carib-
bean. Thomas Jefferson once said, “Our lib-
erty depends on the freedom of the press, and
that cannot be limited without being lost.”
Those words ring true not only for our nation,
but for all nations and all people dedicated to
the ideals of democracy and committed to a
democratic system of government.

Whether through act and intimidation by the
government or non-state actors, the voices of
journalists across Latin American and the Car-
ibbean—voices raised to speak out against
corruption, abuses of power, and criminal ac-
tivity—are being silenced at an alarming rate.
This cannot be allowed to continue. | com-
mend the House of Representatives and the
sponsors of this legislation for drawing atten-
tion to this issue, and call on regional leaders
to take all necessary steps to foster, protect,
and defend the inherent right of their citizens
to express themselves freely, publicly, and
without fear of reprisal. Every time this right is
violated, the foundations of society are weak-
ened. We must all be vigilant and unrelenting
in our support of free expression around the
world.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.R.
536, as amended.
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The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 45 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
[ 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOODALL) at 6 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY COMMITTEE
ON RULES REGARDING AMEND-
MENT PROCESS FOR H.R. 1155,
H.R. 712, and H.R. 1927

(Mr. SESSIONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, today,
the Rules Committee issued three Dear
Colleagues outlining the amendment
processes for two packages: the Sun-
shine for Regulations and Regulatory
Decrees and Settlements Act of 2016
and the Fairness in Class Action Liti-
gation and Furthering Asbestos Claim
Transparency Act of 2015, as well as
H.R. 1155, the SCRUB Act of 2015.

These bills are likely to come before
the House the first week back in Janu-
ary 2016. Amendment deadlines have
been set for next Tuesday, December
22. Bill text and more detailed informa-
tion can be found on the Rules Com-
mittee Web site.

Please feel free to contact me or my
staff if we can be of any assistance or
if you have any questions.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on questions previously
postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Suspending the rules and agreeing to
House Resolution 536; and

Agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal, if ordered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 1l5-minute vote. Any re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote.

SUPPORTING FREEDOM OF THE
PRESS IN LATIN AMERICA AND
THE CARIBBEAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 536) supporting
freedom of the press in Latin America
and the Caribbean and condemning vio-
lations of press freedom and violence
against journalists, bloggers, and indi-
viduals exercising their right to free-
dom of speech, as amended, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RoYCcE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, as
amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 399, nays 2,
not voting 32, as follows:

[Roll No. 694]
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YEAS—399

Abraham Cleaver Frankel (FL)
Adams Clyburn Franks (AZ)
Aderholt Coffman Frelinghuysen
Aguilar Cohen Fudge
Allen Cole Gabbard
Amash Collins (GA) Gallego
Amodei Collins (NY) Garamendi
Ashford Comstock Garrett
Babin Conaway Gibbs
Barletta Connolly Gibson
Barr Conyers Gohmert
Barton Cook Goodlatte
Bass Cooper Gosar
Beatty Costa Gowdy
Becerra Costello (PA) Graham
Benishek Courtney Graves (GA)
Bera Cramer Graves (LA)
Beyer Crawford Graves (MO)
Bilirakis Crenshaw Grayson
Bishop (GA) Crowley Green, Al
Bishop (MI) Culberson Green, Gene
Bishop (UT) Cummings Griffith
Black Curbelo (FL) Grothman
Blackburn Davis (CA) Guinta
Blum Dayvis, Danny Guthrie
Blumenauer Davis, Rodney Gutiérrez
Bonamici DeFazio Hahn
Bost Delaney Hanna
Boustany DeLauro Hardy
Boyle, Brendan DelBene Harper

F. Denham Harris
Brady (PA) Dent Hartzler
Brady (TX) DeSaulnier Hastings
Brat DesJarlais Heck (WA)
Brooks (AL) Diaz-Balart Hensarling
Brooks (IN) Dingell Hice, Jody B.
Brown (FL) Doggett Higgins
Buchanan Dold Hill
Buck Donovan Himes
Bucshon Doyle, Michael Hinojosa
Burgess F. Holding
Bustos Duckworth Honda
Butterfield Duncan (SC) Hoyer
Byrne Duncan (TN) Hudson
Calvert Edwards Huelskamp
Capps Ellison Huffman
Capuano Ellmers (NC) Huizenga (MI)
Cardenas Emmer (MN) Hultgren
Carney Engel Hunter
Carson (IN) Eshoo Hurd (TX)
Carter (GA) Esty Hurt (VA)
Carter (TX) Farenthold Israel
Cartwright Farr Jackson Lee
Castor (FL) Fattah Jeffries
Castro (TX) Fincher Jenkins (KS)
Chabot Fitzpatrick Jenkins (WV)
Chaffetz Fleischmann Johnson (GA)
Chu, Judy Fleming Johnson (OH)
Cicilline Flores Johnson, E. B.
Clark (MA) Forbes Johnson, Sam
Clarke (NY) Fortenberry Jolly
Clawson (FL) Foster Jordan
Clay Foxx Joyce

Kaptur Murphy (PA) Scott, David
Katko Nadler Sensenbrenner
Keating Neal Serrano
Kelly (IL) Neugebauer Sessions
Kelly (MS) Newhouse Sewell (AL)
Kelly (PA) Nolan Sherman
Kilmer Norcross Shimkus
Kind Nugent Shuster
King (TA) Nunes Sinema
King (NY) O’Rourke Sires
Kinzinger (IL) Palazzo Smith (MO)
Kirkpatrick Pallone Smith (NE)
Kline Palmer Smith (NJ)
Knight Pascrell Smith (TX)
Kuster Paulsen Smith (WA)
LaHood Payne Speier
LaMalfa Pearce Stefanik
Lance Pelosi Stewart
Langevin Perlmutter Stutzman
Larsen (WA) Perry Swalwell (CA)
Larson (CT) Peters Takai
Latta Peterson Takano
Lawrence Pingree Thompson (MS)
Lee Pittenger Thompson (PA)
ie‘”.n gltts Thornberry

ewis ocan “heri
Lieu, Ted Poe (TX) %Eg;
LoBiondo Poliquin Titus
Loebsack Polis Tonko
Lofgren Pompeo Torres
Long Posey Trott
Loudermilk Price (NC) Tsongas
Love Price, Tom Turner
Lowenthal Quigley Upton
Lowey Rangel Van Hollen
Lucas Reed Vargas
Luetkemeyer Reichert Veasey
Lujan Grisham Renacci Vela

(NM) Ribble Velazquez
Lujan, Ben Ray Rice (NY) Viscl(glsk

(NM) Rice (SC) y
Lynch Richmond Wagner
MacArthur Rigell Walberg
Maloney, Roby Walden

Carolyn Roe (TN) Walker )
Maloney, Sean Rogers (AL) Walorski L.
Marino Rogers (KY) Walters, Mimi
Matsui Rokita Walz
McCarthy Rooney (FL) Wasserman
McCaul Ros-Lehtinen Schultz
McClintock Roskam Waters, Maxine
McCollum Ross Watson Coleman
McDermott Rothfus Weber (TX)
McGovern Rouzer Webster (FL)
McHenry Roybal-Allard Welch
McKinley Royce Wenstrup
McMorris Ruiz Westerman

Rodgers Ruppersberger Westmoreland
McNerney Russell Whitfield
McSally Ryan (OH) Williams
Meadows Salmon Wilson (FL)
Meehan Sanchez, Linda  Wilson (SC)
Meeks T. Wittman
Meng Sanchez, Loretta Womack
Messer Sanford Woodall
Mica Sarbanes Yarmuth
Miller (FL) Scalise Yoder
Miller (MI) Schakowsky Yoho
Moolenaar Schiff Young (AK)
Mooney (WV) Schrader Young (IA)
Moulton Schweikert Young (IN)
Mullin Scott (VA) Zeldin
Murphy (FL) Scott, Austin Zinke

NAYS—2
Jones Massie
NOT VOTING—32

Bridenstine Issa Noem
Brownley (CA) Kennedy Olson
Cuellar Kildee Ratcliffe
DeGette Labrador Rohrabacher
DeSantis Lamborn Rush
gelflftch Eipinsgi Simpson

uffy ummis
Granger Marchant zt?gegl}lster
Grijalva Moore
Heck (NV) Mulvaney 3‘/.2;);32 zon (CA)
Herrera Beutler Napolitano

0O 1902

Ms. ADAMS and Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia changed their vote from ‘‘nay”’
to ‘“‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution, as amended, was agreed to.
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The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday,
December 15th, | am not recorded on any
votes because | was absent due to family rea-
sons. If | had been present, | would have
voted: “Yea”, on rollcall 694, passage of H.
Res. 536—Supporting freedom of the press in
Latin America and the Caribbean and con-
demning violations of press freedom and vio-
lence against journalists, bloggers, and individ-
uals exercising their right to freedom of
speech.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, December 15th, 2015, | was absent dur-
ing rollcall vote No. 694. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on the motion to
suspend the rules and pass H. Res. 536—
Supporting freedom of the press in Latin
America and the Caribbean and condemning
violations of press freedom and violence
against journalists, bloggers, and individuals
exercising their right to freedom of speech.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GROTHMAN). The unfinished business is
the question on agreeing to the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal, which the
Chair will put de novo.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

APPOINTING THE DAY FOR THE
CONVENING OF THE SECOND
SESSION OF THE ONE HUNDRED
FOURTEENTH CONGRESS

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I send
to the desk a joint resolution (H.J. Res.
76) appointing the day for the con-
vening of the second session of the One
Hundred Fourteenth Congress, and ask
unanimous consent for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. REs. 76

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the second regular
session of the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress shall begin at noon on Monday, Janu-
ary 4, 2016.

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed and read a third time, was
read the third time, and passed, and a
motion to reconsider was laid on the
table.

———

PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I send
to the desk a privileged concurrent res-
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olution and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 102

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the two Houses of
Congress assemble in the Hall of the House
of Representatives on Tuesday, January 12,
2016, at 9 p.m., for the purpose of receiving
such communication as the President of the
United States shall be pleased to make to
them.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

——
UNESCO

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
the Obama administration is making a
push to get Congress to give the Presi-
dent the authority to waive a legal pro-
hibition on U.S. contributions to
UNESCO. If the U.S. waives this prohi-
bition and resumes payments to
UNESCO, it will erode our credibility,
and it will give the Palestinians and
the U.N. the green light to continue
the scheme to unilaterally declare a
Palestinian state without direct nego-
tiations with the democratic Jewish
State of Israel.

If you add what our yearly contribu-
tion would be plus arrears, the Amer-
ican taxpayers, our constituents, could
be on the hook for over half a billion
dollars in just a couple of years.

Mr. Speaker, we know that our law
has worked to prevent the Palestinians
from joining other specialized agencies
at the U.N., but if Congress relents on
this issue, the Palestinians will say:
Let’s continue to bypass Israel and go
to the U.N. for recognition.

I will continue to vehemently oppose
this waiver, Mr. Speaker, and I ask my
colleagues to stand with me.

————

GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I
today to honor the memory of
members of my community who
their lives in the attack on
Bernardino.

Sierra Clayborn was a bright and
kind young woman. She was a graduate
of the University of California, River-
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side, with a degree in biochemistry. Si-
erra’s friends described her as always
smiling and always offering an encour-
aging word. She loved to make people
laugh.

Damian Meins will be remembered as
a selfless, gentle, and intelligent man.
He enjoyed traveling, painting, and
serving others, which included dressing
up as Santa Claus for school pictures.
He leaves behind his high school sweet-
heart and their two daughters.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday we remem-
bered the massacre at Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School; today we honor the
victims at San Bernardino. My ques-
tion to this body is: Will we do any-
thing to protect our communities from
gun violence tomorrow?

———

REMEMBERING RUDY ESCOBAR,
COMMANDER OF THE MACON
COUNTY HONOR GUARD

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to remember
Rudy Escobar, an honored friend and
veteran, who passed away on December
8 of this year at the age of 88.

For over two decades, Mr. Escobar
served as the commander of the Macon
County Honor Guard in the service of
central Illinois veterans. His dedica-
tion to his brothers and sisters in uni-
form was truly remarkable, and he will
be missed by many in the Macon Coun-
ty community.

Mr. Speaker, for most of his life, Mr.
Escobar worked tirelessly on behalf of
his fellow veterans. After his service in
World War II as a China Marine, he re-
turned home and cofounded the Macon
County Honor Guard, which has since
performed over 3,000 honor ceremonies
at military funerals.

Active in his community, it became
customary for him to voluntarily
transport fellow veterans to and from
the VA medical center in Danville, I1li-
nois. He was also a member of the
American Legion and the VFW posts.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Escobar was a lov-
ing husband, father, and grandfather;
and most of all, he was a devoted vet-
eran. His commitment to the military
community will always be remem-
bered.

—————

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, Mohawk
Valley, New York, March 13, 2013: Mi-
chael Ransear, 57 years old; Michael
Renshaw, 51.

Santa Barbara, California, May 23,
2014: Katherine Cooper, 22 years old;
Christopher Michaels-Martinez, 20;
Cheng Yuan Hong, 20; Weihan Wang, 20;
Veronika Weiss, 19; George Chen, 19
years old.

Roseburg, Oregon, October 1, 2015:
Lawrence Levine, 67 years old; Kim
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Saltmarsh Dietz, 59; Sarena Dawn
Moore, 44; Jason Johnson, 33; Treven
Taylor Anspach, 20 years old; Lucero
Alcaraz, 19; Lucas Eibel, 18 years old;
Quinn Cooper, 18 years old; Rebecka
Carnes, 18.

Albuquerque, New Mexico, January
19, 2013: Greg Griego, 51 years old;
Sarah Griego, 40; Zephania Griego, 9.

EPA VIOLATES LAW WITH WOTUS
PROMOTION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this week the Govern-
ment Accountability Office, or GAO,
found that the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency broke Federal laws by pro-
moting its highly controversial waters
of the United States rule.

While I agree that the Clean Water
Act needs clarifying, this rule would
drastically expand Federal jurisdiction
beyond the historical limits of the law
and would apply to State and ephem-
eral waters. The rule would greatly in-
crease the costs of permitting and trig-
ger new environmental reviews and
litigation.

Thankfully, this disastrous rule was
put on hold nationwide by a Federal
Court ruling earlier this year. In its
finding, the GAO said that this was an
attempt by the EPA to spread ‘‘covert
propaganda’ by directing Internet
users to the Web sites of environmental
groups in support of the WOTUS rule.

This illegal attempt to gain congres-
sional support for the rule—and to
sway public opinion—undermines the
integrity of the rulemaking process,
and it shows just how unprecedented
this vast expansion of the EPA’s power
really is.

————

SAN BERNARDINO SHOOTING
VICTIMS

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I stand here today
to remember the victims of the tragic
terrorist attack in San Bernardino,
California.

Among these victims was a young
woman from my district named Tin
Nguyen. She was from Santa Ana, Cali-
fornia. Tin was only 31 years old, and
she had been working for the San
Bernardino County Department of Pub-
lic Health for 4 years as a food inspec-
tor, and she was planning her wedding
to her longtime boyfriend when she
was taken on that day of the shooting.

At the age of 8, Tin and her family
fled Vietnam. They fled a war, famine,
and all sorts of terrible situations to
come and find a new life in California.
Despite the challenges of being an im-
migrant, Tin graduated from Valley
High School in Santa Ana, and she re-
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ceived her undergraduate degree from
Cal State, Fullerton.

Last Saturday, family and friends
gathered at Saint Barbara’s Catholic
Church in Santa Ana to mourn the
death of this young woman who was
known for her incredible spirit and a
heart bigger than the sun. Let us honor
the memory of this extraordinary
young woman. She gave so much, but
her life was tragically cut short by
these shootings.

———
0 1915

THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM IS
NEVER OVER

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, 224
years ago today the States ratified the
first 10 amendments to our Constitu-
tion.

These most basic rights remain the
bedrock of our society; yet, even today
we have seen them come under attack:

Freedom of speech has been attacked
by some who prefer not to hear dis-
senting opinions, forgetting that it ap-
plies to all.

The right to bear arms is under con-
stant threat from those who would pre-
fer that only criminals are armed and
that law-abiding Americans are de-
fenseless.

Freedom from unreasonable search
and seizure has come under attack
from our own government, which be-
lieves we must sacrifice liberty for se-
curity.

Freedom of religion, the very right
our Founders sought when they fled
their homes overseas, is threatened by
those who would coerce Americans to
violate their faith in their day-to-day
lives.

In every instance, the House of Rep-
resentatives has fought to preserve
these rights, but this serves to remind
us that the struggle for freedom is
never over, that we must always re-
main vigilant, and that freedom is but
one generation from extinction.

But today we mark this anniversary
in celebration of the vision the Found-
ers had. God bless them, and God bless
America for having done so.

————

RECOGNIZING FIRST RESPONDERS
AFTER THE MASS SHOOTING IN
SAN BERNARDINO

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I am heart-
broken and outraged over the mass
shooting act of terror that took the
lives of innocent people and left many
others wounded in the mneighboring
community of San Bernardino.

These cold-blooded acts of violence in
our Nation has to stop. I strongly de-
nounce this act of terror and mourn for
the 14 victims of this horrific tragedy,
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including Aurora Godoy, a constituent
of mine from San Jacinto, California,
whose young life was cut far too short.

December 2, 2015, will remain in all of
our memories as a tragic day for San
Bernardino, the Inland Empire, Cali-
fornia, and our Nation. In the face of
this tragedy, however, true heroism
shined through when law enforcement
officials ran towards the danger, risk-
ing their own lives to protect the lives
of others and when first responders
tended to the injuries of the victims.

Our Nation should be proud of the
men and women who risked their lives
to save our community that day.
Thank you to the men and women who
wore the badge and took care of the
victims.

——————

TRADE DEFICIT

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
call on my colleagues and the Amer-
ican people to oppose the Trans-Pacific
Partnership, the TPP.

This job-outsourcing trade deal, like
every one before it, has been sold to
the American people with the false
promise of jobs in exports. By looking
at America’s accounts, you can tell
they are all in the red if you take a
look at the gaping trade deficits out
there and job deficits and the lives of
people, how they have been impacted
by every single trade deal that has
been signed.

Once again, our global trade deficit
grew by more than $40 billion just in
October, and it had grown by $1 billion
more than the increase from Sep-
tember. Experts estimate that $1 bil-
lion invested in this country creates
5,000 additional jobs.

For every $1 billion of trade deficit
we have, we lose 5,000 jobs here. When
your trade deficit is half a trillion dol-
lars, it is no wonder we have a job def-
icit across this country.

Since China joined the WTO, the U.S.
goods trade deficit with China has
reached $324.4 billion, hundreds of
thousands of jobs gone. The same with
NAFTA, $9 trillion in deficit.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
reject the TPP.

————

KIRK DOUGLAS’ BIRTHDAY

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor the 99th birthday of a
great American: Kirk Douglas.

I read about Mr. Douglas’ birthday in
the paper where he didn’t receive gifts,
but gave gifts. He gave a $15 million
contribution to an Alzheimer’s home in
California. He did this on his birthday.

I found out that he has a long history
of charitable giving in philanthropy. In
Los Angeles, he created 400 different
playgrounds, has given money to chil-
dren’s hospitals, and taken a long ef-
fort to help people from all walks of
life.
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I saw him also in a movie that I saw
recently called ‘“Trumbo.” I didn’t re-
alize that he had stood up against
blacklisting in Hollywood and had en-
couraged the hiring of Dalton Trumbo,
a blacklisted writer, who saved his ca-
reer from what was a scourge on the
United States Congress and our history
of free speech and democracy.

I first learned all of what Kirk Doug-
las has done when I heard an apology
for slavery and Jim Crow, and I found
out he had been for an apology for slav-
ery for years. He had an Internet site
encouraging people to join a petition
and lobbyists to pass an apology for
slavery in this country.

These type of things show that Kirk
Douglas is the type of person we should
emulate and honor. He has had 99 great
years. I thank him for his efforts of
charitable giving and for his philos-
ophy of forgiveness and understanding.

———

COCONSPIRATORS IN SUPPORTING
TERRORISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, as we
consider this week what Congress will
fund through September 30 of next year
and what we will not fund, the San
Bernardino shooting, the radical
Islamist terrorist attack there, has
awakened a lot of people across the
country.

There is an article from December 2,
2015, by Ashley Pratte. The question is:
Is ISIS contained or covered up? That
is the title.

“With the recent terrorist attacks in
Paris carried out by ISIS, Americans
are on high alert—and rightfully so.
Just hours prior to the attacks Obama
said that ISIS was ‘contained.” Ameri-
cans everywhere are baffled by
Obama’s continued ignorance and lack
of strategy when it comes to destroy-
ing the Islamic State.

‘“Yesterday, Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn,
former head of the Defense Intelligence
Agency, stated on The Lead with Jake
Tapper that the White House know-
ingly ignored a 2012 report about the
rise of ISIS because they didn’t mesh
well with the re-election ‘narrative.’

“Now it is all starting to make sense.
Of course the President believes ISIS is
contained, he has been willingly and
knowingly ignoring reports about the
serious threats that ISIS poses to
America and to the world since it
wouldn’t help him get re-elected.

“The scary thing is that these aren’t
the first reports we have heard from
former Obama intelligence officials re-
garding the White House ignoring their
reports on ISIS. This September The
Daily Beast published an exclusive
story by Shane Harris and Nancy A.
Youssef, claiming that over 50 spies say
ISIS intelligence was cooked. These 50
intelligence analysts formally filed a
complaint that their reports on ISIS
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were being ‘inappropriately’ altered by
senior officials.

“These are very powerful words. If
there truly is a ‘cancer’ at the highest
level of command, Americans have a
lot to be concerned about when it
comes to national defense and security.
According to the Daily Beast, the accu-
sations being made suggest that a sig-
nificant amount of people tracking the
inner workings of ISIS think that their
reports are being altered to fit a public
narrative—echoing the sentiments of
Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn.

“It is disturbing to think that our
military and intelligence officials
aren’t being listened to by the Obama
administration simply Dbecause it
doesn’t fit their narrative. Just yester-
day lawmakers on Capitol Hill heard
from the chairman of the Pentagon’s
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Marine Gen. Jo-
seph Dunford, that ISIS is not con-
tained, contradicting President
Obama’s statements. We now have to
question whether or not intelligence
reports are still being ignored because
of their inconvenience to the adminis-
tration and because of the looming
election year.

“Sadly, these reports from top mili-
tary and intelligence officials aren’t
surprising. Americans have noticed for
a while that Obama’s statements on
ISIS show how little he knows about
the threat they pose or that he is delib-
erately ignoring the facts. A new CBS
poll indicates that only 23% of Ameri-
cans think Obama has a clear strategy
for defeating ISIS, which shows just
how little confidence Americans have
in their commander-in-chief.

“On Monday, just weeks after the
Paris attacks, Obama made mind-bog-
gling remarks at a climate change
summit in Paris, where he made it a
point to mention that he will beat ISIS
by fighting climate change.

“Let’s be honest, ISIS was never a
‘jayvee’ team, it was never ‘contained,’
and it certainly won’t be defeated by
resolving to end climate change, but it
was a good narrative for the Obama ad-
ministration spin to quell the fear of
the American public. However, this
narrative stands in stark contrast with
the real narrative, the one being told
by military and senior intelligence of-
ficials—the one being ignored.”

And we have from the Center for Im-
migration Studies, Mr. Speaker, an
‘““Analysis of the ‘Visa Waiver Program
Improvement Act of 2015, this out
December 14, 2015.

It reviews the House bill drafted to
tighten up the Visa Waiver Program,
and it has been reported that this may
be included in the omnibus—we will
find out tonight—2016 spending bill as a
kind of political replacement for the
bill passed in November to tighten up
the refugee screening.

This article goes on from the Center
for Immigration Studies that:

“One key provision makes it out-of-
bounds for people who have visited—or
who are natives of—Syria or Iraq, or
state sponsors of terror to use the
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VWP. Another major provision
tightens up requirements and certifi-
cations by countries to live by the con-
ditions of the participation—including
use of fraud-resistant passports and
strict timeframes for reporting of lost
or stolen documents.

“Dan Cadman, a Center fellow and
author of the analysis, said, ‘Congress
has at least decided to tackle many of
the gaps and problems with the VWP,
which has represented for some time
the ‘soft underbelly of homeland secu-
rity’; but there can be no doubt that
the U.S. vetting for refugees and asy-
lum seekers still represents a major
national security risk, and remains an
unaddressed problem.’

‘““One major problem with the bill is
the exception to several requirements
that has been carved out for countries
in the Schengen visa-free zone, which
covers nearly all of northern, western,
and central Europe, including hotbeds
of terrorist activities in France and
Belgium. Cadman writes that ‘this ex-
ception is the caveat that undoes the
intent of the rule.””

So, Mr. Speaker, it is important to
note that we have got a lot more work
to do here to prevent this President’s
administration from continuing to
allow people into this country without
our ability to actually vet them and
check them.

There are indications that members
of the Visa Waiver Program may only
check one in three documents that are
provided to them because they just
don’t have time.

Well, just when Americans thought
we were unsafe, unsecure, that this ad-
ministration won’t face up to the
threat that radical Islam is, that most
all of the country understands we are
up against except the administration—
they won’t mention the words radical
Islam—and just when people think
they are starting to maybe make the
point and get the point across to this
administration, we have the Secretary
of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity who stands up for the terrorists.

O 1930

He stands up for people who want to
come into this country and do us harm.

This is an article from Politico, of all
places, and the title reads: ‘““DHS chief:
‘Legal limits’ on scrutinizing immi-
grants’ Web postings.”

The article reads:

‘“‘We are dealing with private com-
munications and things for which there
is an expectation of privacy,” Jeh John-
son says in an interview.”

Mr. Speaker, that is very interesting.
I am glad that the Secretary of Home-
land Security understands that the Su-
preme Court says there is a right to
privacy somewhere within the shadow
of the penumbra of the Constitution—
that is, the Bill of Rights. Yet he
doesn’t understand those constitu-
tional protections are not afforded to
people who want to come into the
United States. They are in another
country. I can’t imagine this in any-
body’s definition of our U.S. Constitu-
tion. No Americans in other countries
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are entitled to U.S. constitutional pro-
tections over there, and they are peo-
ple who are applying to come in.

There is social media out there, and
there are really sharp folks in Home-
land Security and in the Justice De-
partment who are not under the direct
thumb of the administration who know
how to access it; they know how to
check things; they can use search en-
gines and can check to see what con-
tacts and what pictures are out there.
Are they pictured with a terrorist
somewhere? Of course, that might get
our friend Senator MCCAIN in trouble;
but, nonetheless, there is a lot of social
media that can be checked.

Here we have an article today, De-
cember 15, by Seung Min Kim:

‘“Homeland Security Secretary dJeh
Johnson said Tuesday there are ‘cer-
tain legal limits’ that constrain federal
officials from scrutinizing the social
media histories of foreigners trying to
enter the United States—a new debate
that has flared in the aftermath of the
San Bernardino, California terrorist at-
tack.

‘“‘His comments, in an interview with
POLITICO, mark the first time the
Homeland Security chief weighed in on
the merits of reviewing social media in
immigration cases. According to recent
news reports, Tashfeen Malik, the fe-
male shooter in the California mas-
sacre, had posted extremist views yet
still obtained a visa to the United
States.

““You have to keep in mind—and
this is again, not a comment on any
particular case—that social media,
Facebook, and the like can involve
public statements, public postings, it
can involve friending, and it can in-
volve private communications,” John-
son said from his office at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security head-
quarters in northwest Washington.

‘“‘We are dealing with private com-
munications and things for which there
is an expectation of privacy, and you’re
dealing with U.S. persons,” Johnson
continued. ‘There are certain legal lim-
its to what we can do.””

Mr. Speaker, I would suggest to you
that people who are trying to come
into this country are not U.S. persons
and that social media ought to be used
by Homeland Security to find out what
kind of lengths people will take who
want to come into this country.

If they had not marginalized one of
the best people working for Homeland
Security and had not gone after him
and attacked him, they would have
learned—and I am talking about my
friend Phil Haney, who was very adept
at using social media to see if they had
questions about somebody—what Kkind
of contacts are out there on the Inter-
net? What pictures were made with
whom? What is posted where about this
person? It is also important to have
somebody like him who has spent time
in the Middle East, who knows the lan-
guage, who knows and understands
moderate Islam, who understands rad-
ical Islam, who understands who the
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players are and who the imams are who
are teaching radical Islam, who knows
the groups that are teaching radical
Islam.

If Phil Haney had been allowed to
continue the investigation into
Tablighi Jamaat, then he would have
seen the ties that these shooters had.
He would have found Ms. Malik’s social
posting. One of the things he says
would have tipped him off right away is
that ‘“Tashfeen Malik” is a boy’s name,
and he is a bit of a hero in radical Is-
lamic circles. If you know that, which
I didn’t and he does, then you pull that
person aside for additional screening.
You pull that application and ask,
“Why do you have a boy’s name? You
certainly weren’t given that.” His ex-
ample is it would be like a woman from
America who was trying to get into an-
other country with the name ‘‘George
Washington.”” Really? That is your real
name? It would raise flags and ques-
tions and would cause you to do further
checking.

People at Homeland Security have
seen, if you become a whistleblower
and if you blow the whistle on the
Obama administration’s and Homeland
Security’s deleting of documents and
on their refusing to investigate radical
Islam, then they will convene a grand
jury to make your life a living hell
until you retire, and that is only if
they can’t find some little ‘‘some-
thing”’ to indict you of after they have
looked everywhere and through every-
thing.

The people at Homeland Security
have seen what happens to people who
are honest, who are honorable, who are
trying to warn of contacts this admin-
istration has with people who have ties
to radical Islam. I know there are peo-
ple out there who say, “I wish you
would use names.” Why doesn’t some-
body in the mainstream media go get
the pleadings from the Holy Land
Foundation trial in the Federal court
of the Northern District of Texas, and
you will see a list of names. If there
were somebody who were worthy of a
Pulitzer anymore, he would take those
names and compare them against the
people who have access to the White
House and the groups that have access
to the White House and to the State
Department and to the Justice Depart-
ment and to intelligence agencies.

They would find that CAIR, just
blocks away from here—I can see their
building from my window, and they can
see mine—is on the list. Yet, it is CAIR
that has—I don’t know if they have got
a red phone or what they have got over
to the White House; but when they get
bothered or when, maybe, they don’t
like a Koranic scripture or something
that is being quoted in training mate-
rial, they can just call the White House
and tell them to get rid of it, and they
do. They can call the Justice Depart-
ment, for, after all, CAIR and the FBI
were outreach partners. Finally, in
2009, after they were implicated as
partners, coconspirators in funding ter-
rorism, the FBI finally, in 2009, had to
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send them a letter, saying, basically,
We had better suspend our relationship
as partners, because there was all this
evidence at the Holy Land Foundation
trial that, actually, you are a sup-
porter, and you are a coconspirator; so
we are going to have to put that on
hold for a bit. But this administration
picked right back up. CAIR was cer-
tainly heard from out in California im-
mediately after the shootings.

Anyway, this article goes on. It
reads:

“Lawmakers on Capitol Hill have
seized on reports that Malik passed a
trio of background checks during her
fiancee visa application process in 2014
despite publishing social media posts
that were openly supportive of violent
jihadism.”

Anyway, congratulations to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security. Ameri-
cans can sleep well because Secretary
Johnson is setting us up to have an-
other Tashfeen Malik shoot more peo-
ple because we are not going to, under
this administration, check their social
media to see if they have pledged alle-
giance to ISIS.

This is from Todd Bensman, Decem-
ber 10, PJ Media: ‘“‘America is Talking
About the Wrong Refugee Problem.”’

I would submit it is a legitimate
problem we have been talking about,
but this article points out a problem
that, certainly, I and many of my Re-
publican friends have been pointing to.

The article reads:

“A few weeks ago, the fangs came
out when news broke that the Paris
attackers were ‘refugees’ who had en-
tered the European continent among
thousands of immigrants. Elected Re-
publicans and conservative pundits
challenged the American plan to reset-
tle Syrian refugees, and still are.

“But their bite is off mark.

“As many as six of the Paris
attackers and their leader were not re-
settled refugees of the sort President
Obama wants to import into the coun-
try (three attackers still have not been
publicly identified).

‘“These terrorists entered Europe
with illegal immigrant asylum seekers,
of the sort who routinely show up at
the U.S.-Mexico border.”

Mr. Speaker, I am still hearing from
friends on the U.S.-Mexico border who
know and who say we are continuing to
have people from countries where rad-
ical Islam is a major problem—in the
Middle East and in North Africa—show
up at the U.S.-Mexico border. Some of
them are caught.

The article points out:

“Illegal immigrant asylum seekers
don’t give the host nation a choice.
They show up uninvited, smuggled, and
often unknowable. They insist on being
taken in anyway, pointing to our gen-
erous laws and traditions.

““At least three of the Paris terror-
ists—including main attack planner
Abdelhamid Abaaoud—were what we
would call Special Interest Aliens
(SIAs). They infiltrated over the com-
mon European external . . . border at
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Greece, just like Syrians show up at
the U.S.-Mexico border, camouflaged
among many other illegal immigrants.
Europe’s SIAs from Syria, Somalia,
Pakistan, and many other Islamic na-
tions are moved along their land and
sea routes with the ubiquitous aid of
human smugglers, just as they are to
the U.S.-Mexico border.

““This is perhaps the world’s deadliest
known case of terrorist border infiltra-
tion by SIAs. Abaaoud was a Belgium
citizen before he went to Syria and be-
came a notorious Islamic State opera-
tive. He knew he was on the radar of
intelligence services, and couldn’t
come home the legal way unnoticed. So
he traveled home as an illegal migrant
under the cover of thousands of legiti-
mate ones.”

Mr. Speaker, I know I have got peo-
ple out there who have belittled me in
the past when I have quoted from the
FBI Director that we have people from
radical Islamic areas who have camou-
flaged themselves. He had said that
some of them actually changed their
names to have Hispanic-sounding
names and that they tried to blend in.
That is what the FBI Director says.
People can belittle me all day long, but
when the FBI Director—in this case,
the former FBI Director—said that
while he was Director, then, when
those points are made, somebody needs
to talk about them whether the coun-
try is going to make fun of one or not.

0 1945

In an article, dated December 10,
2015, by Andrew McCarthy, titled,
“After Jihadist Mass Murder, the
CAIR’s Sharia Agenda Rolls On,” he
points out just how CAIR continues
with their agenda and what those who
have studied CAIR, its contacts, its re-
lations, what they intend is civiliza-
tion jihad. That is our civilization they
care to take over.

Now, my friend from the Department
of Homeland Security, now retired so
he can talk about things that aren’t
classified, discussed some of these
things on Megan Kelly’s show. He was
actually investigating Tablighi
Jamaat, which is one of many organi-
zations that are under the overall rad-
ical Islamic movement. As he has
pointed out, Tablighi Jamaat means
‘“‘society for spreading faith.” It is an
Islamic global proselytizing movement
with followers in over 200 countries.

Now, not everybody in Tablighi
Jamaat is a terrorist. Not everybody in
Tablighi Jamaat is a radical Islamist,
but it should set off bells and whistles
to wake people up when a relationship
is seen.

From the Middle East Quarterly in
2005, it states: ‘“After joining Tablighi
Jamaat, groups at a local mosque or Is-
lamic center and doing a few local
dawa (proselytism) missions, Tablighi
officials invite star recruits to the
Tablighi center in Raiwind, Pakistan,
for four months of additional mis-
sionary training. Representatives of
terrorist organizations approach the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

students at the Raiwind center and in-
vite them to undertake military train-
ing.”

Tablighi Jamaat links to terror in-
clude: 1995, Benazir Bhutto coup at-
tempt; 2001, John Walker Lindh; 2001,
Richard Reid, the shoe bomber; 2002,
Jose Padilla; 2002, Portland Seven; 2002,
Lackawanna Six; 2005, London Under-
ground Bombing; 2006, airline bombing
plot; 2008, Barcelona plot.

Those are just some of the ties that
Tablighi Jamaat has had with ter-
rorism.

Now, the al-Huda Institute is a global
network of Islamist religious schools,
with branches in Pakistan, Canada,
and the United States. USA Today re-
ported on December 12, 2015: ‘‘Nosheen
Ali Irfan, 54, who lives in Karachi,
Pakistan’s largest city, said she sent
both of her daughters to study in Al-
Huda during summer 2014 but within
five weeks became disgruntled by the
teachings and discontinued the lessons.

“Irfan said her family has a religious
background but the teachings at Al-
Huda were ‘too radical’ even for them
. . . ‘If there is an environment Jihadis
(Islamic warriors) would come to re-
cruit, it would be these kinds of insti-
tutions,’ she said.”

Al-Huda links to terror include Ali
Asad Chandia, an al-Huda teacher in
College Park, Maryland, who provided
material support to a Pakistani terror
group; 2012, four former students join
ISIS in Syria; and in 2015, Tashfeen
Malik, who was engaged in the San
Bernardino attack.

In San Bernardino, the investigation
into groups affiliated with the
Deobandi Islamic movement was
stopped before it could have connected
the dots, and that is where Phil Haney
was going in. He was finding all these
ties that Tablighi Jamaat individuals
had with other known terrorists. In
fact, he got a letter of commendation
before Homeland Security realized,
wow, he is finding people that have ties
to this administration so we have got
to stop him cold.

Before they realized that, June 8,
2012, he was given a letter that said:
“On behalf of U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), I commend your out-
standing contributions while assigned
to the National Training Center-Pas-
senger (NTC-P). Your display of dedica-
tion and effort in the fight against ter-
rorism has been exemplary.

“Your talents and professionalism
have contributed to the continued
achievements of the NTC-P. You
played a key role by providing support
to the CBP mission and the NTC-P lead
role in defending and protecting our
nation’s borders.”

On further down, it says: ‘‘Addition-
ally, your expertise and experience has
been invaluable while assigned to the
Advanced Targeting Team (ATT). Your
research on the Tablighi Jamaat Ini-
tiative has assisted in the identifica-
tion of over 300 persons with possible
connections to terrorism. The assist-
ance you have provided in the develop-
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ment of this initiative has been key to
the future success of the project.”

See, that was before they pulled him
off and said no more looking into
Tablighi Jamaat. You can’t do it be-
cause you are messing with people you
can’t be messing with. Apparently, ties
would come back to this administra-
tion. It is not hard to figure out. Just
look at the Holy Land Foundation
pleadings, look at who are listed as co-
conspirators in supporting terrorism,
and look at whom this administration
takes advice from.

Tommy Nelson, a minister back in
Denton, Texas, I have never met once,
said: Yeah, God is in control, but just
because he is in control doesn’t mean
he wants us to lean on our shovel and
pray for a hole.

Well, when this headline came out,
Mr. Speaker, God isn’t fixing this, de-
spite prayers that God would fix it. I
feel sure God is saying: Use what I have
given you, and you can stop it yourself.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CUELLAR (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of family
reasons.

————
SENATE BILL REFERRED

A bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 2044. An act to prohibit the use of cer-
tain clauses in form contracts that restrict
the ability of a consumer to communicate
regarding the goods or services offered in
interstate commerce that were the subject of
the contract, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 808. An act to establish the Surface
Transportation Board as an independent es-
tablishment, and for other purposes.

———

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on December 11, 2015, she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills:

H.R. 2250. Further Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2016.

H.R. 2693. To designate the arboretum at
the Hunter Holmes McGuire VA Medical
Center in Richmond, Virginia, as the ‘‘Phyl-
lis E. Galanti Arboretum”’.

——
ADJOURNMENT
Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 51 minutes
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p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, December 16, 2015, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3764. A letter from the Administrator, Risk
Management Agency, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Area Risk Protection Insurance
(ARPI) Regulations; ARPI Basic Provisions
and ARPI Forage Crop Insurance Provisions
[Docket No.: FCIC-15-0003] (RIN: 0563-AC49)
received December 11, 2015, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

3765. A letter from the OSD Federal Reg-
ister Liaison Officer, Office of the Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s Major interim final rule — Tran-
sition Assistance Program (TAP) for Mili-
tary Personnel [Docket ID: DOD-2013-OS-
0236] (RIN: 0790-AJ17) received December 10,
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat.
868); to the Committee on Armed Services.

3766. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Homeless Emergency Assistance and
Rapid Transition to Housing: Defining
““Chronically Homeless’ [Docket No.: FR-
5809-F-01] (RIN: 2506-AC37) received Decem-
ber 11, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

3767. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Office of the General Coun-
sel, Department of Energy, transmitting the
Department’s final determination — Energy
Conservation Program: Energy Conservation
Standards for High-Intensity Discharge
Lamps [Docket No.: EERE-2010-BT-STD-0043]
(RIN: 1904-AC36) received December 10, 2015,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

3768. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Transmission Operations Reliability Stand-
ards and Interconnection Reliability Oper-
ations and Coordination Reliability Stand-
ards [Docket No.: RM15-16-000; Order No.: 817]
received December 10, 2015, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

3769. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Revisions to Emergency Operations Reli-
ability Standards; Revisions to Undervoltage
Load Shedding Reliability Standards; Revi-
sions to the Definition of ‘‘Remedial Action
Scheme” and Related Reliability Standards
[Docket Nos.: RM15-7-000, RM15-12-000, RM15-
13-000; Order No.: 818] received December 10,
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat.
868); to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

3770. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Ultimate Heat Sink for Nuclear
Power Plants, Regulatory Guide 1.27 Revi-
sion 3, received December 11, 2015, pursuant
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to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

3771. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Takes of Marine Mam-
mals Incidental to Specified Activities; U.S.
Navy Training and Testing Activities in the
Northwest Training and Testing Study Area
[Docket No.: 140109018-5999-02] (RIN: 0648-
BD89) received December 10, 2015, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. McCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. H.R. 3878. A bill to enhance cyberse-
curity information sharing and coordination
at ports in the United States, and for other
purposes, with an amendment (Rept. 114-379,
Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. McCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. H.R. 2285. A bill to improve enforce-
ment against trafficking in cultural property
and prevent stolen or illicit cultural prop-
erty from financing terrorist and criminal
networks, and for other purposes, with an
amendment (Rept. 114-380, Pt. 1).

Ordered to be printed.

Mr. DENT: Committee on Ethics. In the
Matter of Allegations Relating to Represent-
ative JARED PoLIs (Rept. 114-381). Referred
to the House Calendar.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure discharged from further
consideration. H.R. 3878 referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. COHEN (for himself, Mr. NAD-
LER, Mr. ROHRABACHER, and Mr.
FORBES):

H.R. 4246. A bill to exempt for an addi-
tional 4-year period, from the application of
the means-test presumption of abuse under
chapter 7, qualifying members of reserve
components of the Armed Forces and mem-
bers of the National Guard who, after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, are called to active duty or
to perform a homeland defense activity for
not less than 90 days; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. CURBELO of Florida:

H.R. 4247. A bill to provide that certain
Cuban entrants are ineligible to receive ref-
ugee assistance, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force, and in addition to the Committee on
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. WESTMORELAND (for himself
and Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia):

H.R. 4248. A Dbill to amend the Financial
Stability Act to revise the reevaluation pro-
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cedures with respect to determinations by
the Financial Stability Oversight Council
that a nonbank financial company shall be
supervised by the Board of Governors and
shall be subject to prudential standards; to
the Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia:

H.R. 4249. A bill to provide an increased
Federal capability for civil investigations
and litigation, regarding alleged police, pros-
ecutorial, or judicial misconduct, under sec-
tion 210401 the Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act of 1994, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER:

H.R. 4250. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the statute of
limitation for credit or refund for taxpayers
who receive combat pay; to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

By Mr. COFFMAN (for himself, Mr.
CARTWRIGHT, Mr. POCAN, Mr. PAs-
CRELL, Mr. LATTA, Mr. HONDA, Ms.
ESTY, Mr. NUGENT, Mr. ISRAEL, Mr.
LOEBSACK, Mr. COLE, Mr. SEAN PAT-
RICK MALONEY of New York, Ms.
BROWNLEY of California, Mr. COSTA,
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mrs. LOVE, Mr.
PALAZZO, Mr. MILLER of Florida, Mr.
ZINKE, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. JONES, Miss
RICE of New York, Mr. WALKER, Mr.
BosT, Mr. KING of Iowa, Mr. ZELDIN,
Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania, and
Mr. RUIZ):

H.R. 4251. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to ensure that the Secretary of
Defense affords each member of a reserve
component of the Armed Forces with the op-
portunity for a physical examination before
the member separates from the Armed
Forces; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

By Mr. FINCHER (for himself, Mr.
HECK of Washington, and Mr. STIV-
ERS):

H.R. 4252. A Dbill to extend temporarily the
extended period of protection for members of
uniformed services relating to mortgages,
mortgage foreclosure, and eviction, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. HASTINGS (for himself, Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Mr. MURPHY of Florida,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, and Mr. VAN
HOLLEN):

H.R. 4253. A bill to establish a grant pro-
gram to help State and local law enforce-
ment agencies reduce the risk of injury and
death relating to the wandering characteris-
tics of some children with autism and other
disabilities; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. KILMER:

H.R. 4254. A bill to prohibit employers from
requiring grocery store employees to enter
into covenants not to compete, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce. B

By Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mex-
ico:

H.R. 4255. A bill to amend the Act com-
monly known as the Indian Long-Term Leas-
ing Act to expand certain exceptions for
long-term lease limits for the Pueblo of
Santa Clara; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Mr. MURPHY of Florida:

H.R. 4256. A bill to simplify income-based
repayment under the Federal student loan
program, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, and
in addition to the Committee on Ways and
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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By Mr. NUNES (for himself, Mr.
THORNBERRY, Mr. McCAUL, Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida, Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN,
Ms. GRANGER, Mr. KING of New York,
Mr. LoOBIONDO, Mr. ROONEY of Flor-
ida, Mr. HECK of Nevada, Mr. POMPEO,
Mr. STEWART, Mr. TIBERI, Mr. ROS-
KAM, Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, Mr.
MARCHANT, Mrs. BLACK, Mr. MEEHAN,
Mr. DoLD, and Mr. HOLDING):

H.R. 4257. A Dbill to protect the American
and Iranian peoples as well as the global
economy from Iran’s systematic abjuration
of international legal standards on human
and civil rights, its support for international
terrorism, and the corrosive economic mal-
feasance of Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
Corps, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to
the Committees on Rules, Ways and Means,
and Financial Services, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. ROSKAM (for himself, Mr.
NUNES, Mr. POMPEO, and Mr. ZELDIN):

H.R. 4258. A bill to impose sanctions
against any entity with respect to which
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps owns, di-
rectly or indirectly, a 20 percent or greater
interest in the entity, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
and in addition to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. SENSENBRENNER (for him-
self, Mr. RIBBLE, and Mr. GROTHMAN):

H.R. 4259. A bill to prohibit the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency from establishing, implementing, or
enforcing any limit on the aggregate emis-
sions of carbon dioxide from a State or any
category or subcategory of sources within a
State; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Mr. Cos-
TELLO of Pennsylvania, and Mr. COFF-
MAN):

H.R. 4260. A bill to protect servicemembers
in higher education, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs, and Armed Serv-
ices, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. MCCARTHY:

H.J. Res. 76. A joint resolution appointing
the day for convening of the second session
of the One Hundred Fourteenth Congress;

considered and passed. considered and
passed.
By Mr. DEFAZIO (for himself and Mr.
JONES):

H.J. Res. 77. A joint resolution to amend
the War Powers Resolution; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to
the Committee on Rules, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. MCCARTHY:

H. Con. Res. 102. Concurrent resolution
providing for a joint session of Congress to
receive a message from the President; con-
sidered and agreed to. considered and agreed
to.

By Mr. GALLEGO (for himself, Mr.
BYRNE, Mr. LEWIS, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Mr. FARR, and Mr. McGov-
ERN):
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H. Res. 565. A resolution supporting the
peace process in Colombia; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

———

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

163. The SPEAKER presented a memorial
of the General Assembly of the State of New
Jersey, relative to Senate Concurrent Reso-
lution No. 132, requesting the Congress of the
United States call a convention of the States
to propose amendments to the Constitution
of the United States; which was referred to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

——————

PRIVATE BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

Mr. LOEBSACK introduced a bill (H.R.
4261) for the relief of Max Villatoros; which
was referred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. COHEN:

H.R. 4246.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

By Mr. CURBELO of Florida:

H.R. 4247.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3, the Com-
merce Clause

By Mr. WESTMORELAND:

H.R. 4248.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Commerce Clause, Article I, Section 8,
Clause 3 of the Constitution states that Con-
gress shall have power to regulate the regu-
late Commerce with foreign Nations, and
among the several States, and with the In-
dian Tribes.

By Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia:

H.R. 4249.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18, ‘“The Con-
gress shall have the Power to . . . make all
laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Govenment of the United

States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.”
By Mr. BLUMENAUER:
H.R. 4250.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

US Const., Art. I, Sec. 8 providing Congress
the taxing authority.

By Mr. COFFMAN:

H.R. 4251.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the United States
Constitution, specifically clause 14 (relating
to the power of Congress to make rules for
the government and regulation of the land
and naval forces), clause 16 (relating to the
power of Congress to provide for organizing,
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arming, and disciplining the militia), and

clause 18 (relating to the power of Congress

to make all laws necessary and proper for

carrying out the powers vested in Congress)
By Mr. FINCHER:

H.R. 4252.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII

By Mr. HASTINGS:

H.R. 4253.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S. Const. art. I, §8

By Mr. KILMER:

H.R. 4254.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: Congress
shall have the power to ‘‘regulate Commerce
with foreign Nations, and among the several
states and with the Indian Tribes.”

By Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mex-
ico:

H.R. 4255.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

By Mr. MURPHY of Florida:

H.R. 4256.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution

By Mr. NUNES:

H.R. 4257.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of section 8 of Article I of the
United States Constitution;

Clause 18 of section 8 of Article I of the
United States Constitution.

By Mr. ROSKAM:

H.R. 4258.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1: “The Con-
gress shall have Power To . . . provide for
the common Defence and general Welfare of
the United States.”

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: ‘“The Con-
gress shall have the Power . . . To regulate
Commerce with foreign Nations, and among
the several States, and with the Indian
Tribes.”

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: ‘“‘The Con-
gress shall have the Power . . . To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department of Officer
thereof.”

Tenth Amendment: ‘“The powers not dele-
gated to the United States by the Constitu-
tion, nor prohibited by it to the States, are
reserved to the States respectively, or to the
people.”

By Mr. SENSENBRENNER:

H.R. 4259.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1

Section 8

Clause 18

By Ms. SINEMA:

H.R. 4260.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. LOEBSACK

H.R. 4261

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 Clause 4 of the US Con-
stitution

By Mr. DEFAZIO:

H.J. Res. 717.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 11, of Section 8, of Article I of the
U.S. Constitution

—————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 224: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. AL GREEN of
Texas, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr.
SMITH of Washington, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr.
KENNEDY, and Mr. FOSTER.

H.R. 239: Mr. MCNERNEY, Ms. Velazquez,
Mr. LYNCH, Mr. CLAY, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia, Mr. LEwWIS, Mr. MURPHY of Florida,
and Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California.

H.R. 320: Mr. CARTER of Texas.

H.R. 347: Mr. STIVERS.

H.R. 379: Mr. COFFMAN and Mr. VISCLOSKY.

H.R. 448: Mr. TONKO.

H.R. 465: Mr. PEARCE and Mr. LATTA.

H.R. 539: Ms. GRAHAM, Mr. MEEKS, Mr.
BrADY of Pennsylvania, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr.
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, and Mr. HONDA.

H.R. 556: Mr. BERA

H.R. 592: Mr. POLIQUIN.

H.R. 619: Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mex-
ico.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

667: Mr. VAN HOLLEN.
699: Mr. KIND and Mr. ROTHFUS.
703: Mr. JoDY B. HICE of Georgia.

H.R. 721: Ms. BASS.

H.R. 746: Ms. EDWARDS, Mr. MICHAEL F.
DOYLE of Pennsylvania, and Ms. MICHELLE
LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mexico.

H.R. 842: Mr. YOHO, Mr. STUTZMAN, Mr.
MEEKS, and Mr. ASHFORD.

H.R. 870: Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York.

H.R. 885:

H.R. 911:

H.R. 921:

H.R. 953:

H.R. 969:

H.R. 986:
TOCK.

H.R. 990: Ms. TSONGAS.

H.R. 1076: Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. CAR-
NEY, and Mr. QUIGLEY.

H.R. 1093: Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio.

H.R. 1116: Mr. JOYCE, Mr. DENT, and Mr.
ROSKAM.

H.R. 1142: Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania,
Mr. BERA and Ms. FRANKEL of Florida.

H.R. 1153: Mr. CULBERSON.

H.R. 1157: Mr. RUIZ.

H.R. 1220: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. HUN-
TER, and Mr. BOST.

H.R. 1258: Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. COURTNEY,
and Mr. YODER.

H.R. 1312: Mr. WALDEN.

H.R. 1399: Ms. STEFANIK.

H.R. 1427: Mr. SERRANO.

H.R. 1453: Mr. ROKITA.

H.R. 1457: Ms. MENG and Mr. TIPTON.

H.R. 1475: Mr. KING of Iowa and Mr.
GALLEGO.

H.R. 1559: Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS.

H.R. 1608: Mr. LYNCH.

H.R. 1692: Mr. KENNEDY.

H.R. 1726: Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 1728: Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mex-
ico.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

Mr.
Mr.
Ms.

BERA.

FATTAH and Mr. ROSS.

BROWN of Florida.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania.

Mr. FATTAH and Ms. TITUS.

Mr. HENSARLING and Mr. MCCLIN-

1733:
1747:
1751:
1818:
1854: Mr.
H.R. 1877: Mr.
H.R. 1942:
LOWENTHAL.
H.R. 1964: Mr. PERLMUTTER.
H.R. 2016: Mr. KILMER and Mr. MICHAEL F.
DOYLE of Pennsylvania.

Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.

TIPTON.
FRANKEL of Florida.
WILSON of Florida.
PERLMUTTER.
MEEKS.

CARSON of Indiana.
Mr. KENNEDY

and Mr.
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H.R. 2017:

H.R. 2023:

H.R. 2096:

H.R. 2123:

H.R. 2138:

H.R. 2191: Mr. TED LIEU of California.

H.R. 2217: Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 2257: Mrs. NAPOLITANO.

H.R. 2278: Mr. JONES and Mr. DUNCAN of
Tennessee.

H.R. 2293: Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. YODER, Mr.
LOWENTHAL, Mr. COLE, and Mr. COURTNEY.

H.R. 2302: Mr. ScOTT of Virginia.

H.R. 2315: Mr. CASTRO of Texas.

H.R. 2411: Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. TONKO, and
Ms. MOORE.

H.R. 2430: Mr. TAKANO, Mr. GRAYSON, and
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois.

H.R. 2513: Mr. GALLEGO.

H.R. 2515: Mr. CARDENAS and Mr. KELLY of
Pennsylvania.

H.R. 2519: Ms.

H.R. 2540: Mr.

H.R. 2635: Ms.

H.R. 2646: Mr.

H.R. 2680: Mr.

H.R. 2689: Mr.

H.R. 2694: Ms.

H.R. 2713: Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

BROOKS of Alabama.
TAKAL

THOMPSON of California.
KING of New York.
KIND.

SCHAKOWSKY.
BERA.

MENG.
FRELINGHUYSEN.
LOWENTHAL.
KILMER.
DELBENE.

YOUNG of Alaska.

H.R. 2716: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida.

H.R. 2726: Ms. FRANKEL of Florida.

H.R. 2737: Mr. TROTT, Mrs. WAGNER, and
Ms. HAHN.

H.R. 2739:
SCHIFF.

H.R. 2759: Mr. GRIJALVA and Ms. SINEMA.

H.R. 2763: Mr. KIND.

H.R. 2775: Ms. DUCKWORTH.

H.R. 2849: Ms. EDWARDS, Mr. COFFMAN, Ms.
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mexico,
and Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 2858: Mr. LOWENTHAL and Mr. LYNCH.

H.R. 2871: Mr. ENGEL.

H.R. 2896: Mr. CONAWAY.

H.R. 2903: Mr. NEWHOUSE, Ms. SEWELL of
Alabama, and Ms. SINEMA.

H.R. 3040: Mr. PERLMUTTER.

H.R. 3051: Ms. FUDGE, Mr. CLEAVER, Ms.
KELLY of Illinois, Ms. MOORE, Ms. CASTOR of
Florida, Ms. MATSUI, and Mr. ISRAEL.

H.R. 3179: Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina.

H.R. 3187: Mr. ROHRABACHER.

H.R. 3284: Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr.
CONYERS, Mr. DoLD, and Mr. ENGEL.

H.R. 3309: Mrs. COMSTOCK.

H.R. 3314: Mr. WOMACK.

H.R. 3326: Mr. POLIQUIN.

H.R. 3339: Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. VEASEY,
Mr. BEYER, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr.
CARDENAS, and Mr. COLLINS of New York.

H.R. 3355: Mr. YARMUTH, Ms. WILSON of
Florida, and Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mex-
ico.

H.R. 3356: Mr. LARSEN of Washington.

H.R. 3366: Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 3381: Mr. SENSENBRENNER and Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 3384: Mrs. NAPOLITANO.

H.R. 3406: Ms. SLAUGHTER.

H.R. 3411: Ms. JACKSON LEE and Mr. YAR-
MUTH.

H.R. 3437: Mr. MCCLINTOCK.

H.R. 3441: Mrs. BLACK.

H.R. 3497: Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 3514: Ms. DELBENE.

H.R. 3520: Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio.

H.R. 3565: Mr. BERA and Mr. CARDENAS.

H.R. 3606: Mr. O’ROURKE.

H.R. 3646: Mr. POMPEO.

H.R. 36564: Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. BRENDAN F.
BoYLE of Pennsylvania, and Ms. JACKSON
LEE.

H.R. 3666: Ms. PINGREE.

H.R. 3691: Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico.

H.R. 3694: Mr. ROYCE.

H.R. 3706: Mr. PITTENGER, Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN, Mr. BEYER, Mr. SENSENBRENNER,
and Mr. BERA.

Mr. FORTENBERRY and Mr.
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H.R. 3719: Ms. STEFANIK.

H.R. 3722: Mr. HURD of Texas.

H.R. 3742: Mrs. COMSTOCK.

H.R. 3786: Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 3790: Mr. CARDENAS and Mr. RYAN of
Ohio.

H.R. 3793: Ms. LEE.

H.R. 3808: Mr. TIBERI and Mr. HUIZENGA of
Michigan.

H.R. 3832: Ms. FRANKEL of Florida and Mrs.
COMSTOCK.

H.R. 3861: Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 3870: Mr. PERLMUTTER.

H.R. 3880: Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio and Mr.
WEBSTER of Florida.

H.R. 3886: Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. KIL-
MER, and Mrs. NAPOLITANO.

H.R. 3914: Mr. CARTER of Georgia.

H.R. 3926: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. POLIS, Ms.
LOFGREN, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Mr.
TAKANO, Mr. YARMUTH, and Ms. JUDY CHU of
California.

H.R. 3927: Ms. BROWNLEY of California.

H.R. 3940: Mr. BERA, Mr. HARPER, Mr. BUCK,
Ms. PINGREE, Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, Mr.
PoOsSEY, and Mr. ASHFORD.

H.R. 3947: Ms. WILSON of Florida and Ms.
FRANKEL of Florida.

H.R. 3948: Ms. WILSON of Florida and Ms.
FRANKEL of Florida.

H.R. 3957: Ms. FRANKEL of Florida.

H.R. 3963: Mr. JONES and Mr. LIPINSKI.

H.R. 3965: Mrs. NAPOLITANO.

H.R. 3970: Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. HIGGINS, Mr.
CARSON of Indiana, Ms. SLAUGHTER, and Mr.
FOSTER.

H.R. 3990: Ms. LEE,
GABBARD and Ms. ESHOO.

H.R. 4016: Mr. BOUSTANY.

H.R. 4018: Mr. MILLER of Florida, Mr. ROO-
NEY of Florida, and Mr. PITTENGER.

H.R. 4055: Mr. TAKANO.

H.R. 4058: Ms. STEFANIK.

H.R. 4080: Mr. KILDEE.

H.R. 4087: Mr. DEUTCH.

H.R. 4108: Mr. JONES.

H.R. 4117: Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 4138: Mr. DoLD and Mr. FARENTHOLD.

H.R. 4144: Mr. KEATING.

H.R. 4153: Mr. BILIRAKIS.

H.R. 4162: Mr. POCAN, Mr. PRICE of North
Carolina, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. TONKO, Ms.
LEE, and Mr. SWALWELL of California.

H.R. 4177: Mr. MILLER of Florida.

H.R. 4179: Mr. TONKO.

H.R. 4180: Ms. DUCKWORTH.

H.R. 4183: Mr. WALBERG.

H.R. 4184: Mr. FARR, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. POCAN, and
Mr. RYAN of Ohio.

H.R. 4185: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, Mr.
BUCSHON, Mr. WHITFIELD, Mr. LYNCH, Mr.
MARINO, and Mrs. ROBY.

H.R. 4186: Mr. ZINKE.

H.R. 4197: Mrs. BLACK and Mr. LATTA.

H.R. 4209: Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. RANGEL, and
Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.

H.R. 4211: Mr. HIMES and Ms. SINEMA.

H.R. 4229: Ms. SLAUGHTER.

H.R. 4233: Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia.

H.R. 4238: Mrs. BUSTOS, Mr. MEEKS, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. SPEIER, Mr.
RANGEL, Miss RICE of New York, Mr. CON-
YERS, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. LORETTA
SANCHEZ of California, and Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 4240: Mr. GOODLATTE, Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER, Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. Pierluisi, Mr.
COHEN, Ms. SINEMA, and Mr. RANGEL.

H. J. Res. 74: Mr. HENSARLING.

Con. Res. 56: Mr. HOLDING.

Res. 14: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia.
Res. 54: Mr. DENHAM.

Res. 112: Ms. PINGREE.

Res. 265: Mr. GALLEGO.

Res. 289: Mr. COHEN.

Res. 290: Mr. MILLER of Florida.

Res. 394: Mr. COHEN.

Ms. SINEMA, Ms.
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H. Res. 417: Mr. GRAVES of Missouri and H. Res. 527: Ms. WILSON of Florida. H. Res. 558: Mr. HIGGINS.
Mr. BOUSTANY. H. Res. 548: Ms. LOFGREN and Mr. COHEN. .
H. Res. 432: Mr. COLLINS of New York, Mr.  H. Res. 552: Ms. MENG. H. Res. 562: Mr. HUFFMAN and Mr.

BERA, and Mr. CRAMER. H. Res. 554: Mr. TAKANO, Mr. FARENTHOLD, SWALWELL of California.
H. Res. 469: Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Ms. BoNAMICI, and Mr. MEEKS.
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